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S " RECOKD OF FROCLEDINGS !
' of a . _
COURT OF INQUIRY | ) ' : .
Convened ot : .
THE U. 5. WAVAL STATION, TUTUILA, AMERICAN SAMOA
by ordor of : N |
COMMANDER SERVICE FORCE, UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLUELT ) h t
} "o inguire into, all the circumstances connccted wibh
the explesion of pasoline in the V.5.5. Chehelis
L0G~L8, the burning of the U,3.5. Chehalis AQOG-48,

. and the capsizing of the U.5,5, Chehalis, AQG-h8,
on Qeteber 7, 1949, at Tutuile, Ancricen Samor,

L]

October 11, 194G
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SEVENTH DAY S

’ U, 5. Laval Staunion,
Tatuila, Ancrican 3nnen
Fuosday, October 18, 1949

Phe gourt met ot Y3 nan.
Fresent:

Captain John I, Toyd, U, 8. llavy,

Cotmpnndor James We Crecely, U 5o Davy caal :

Conmmander Riehard V. Smith, Civil Englneer Corps, Y. 5. Lavy,
nerbors; and

Licutonent Milllan L. Leely, Us G. vavy, Judre adwocate)

Golwin G. Neintoman, ehicl” yooman, Ui 8. Lavy, reportor.

Licutenant Joy U, Decsley, Ul S iavy, defondant,

Ligdtunant {junior g;r‘adc% Rabort Craven, Y. 8. L.avy, defondont,

Commander Rlalph Ly lamcy, U, 5. laovy, ntorenbed ©owet oy o

Licutenont Corauder Fred Cf lidnkels, Supply Torsn, we we 0Ty
int erestod party.

The judoe adwoeate stated that Vi, rocord of orocccdings of

the sixth day of the inmiry was not ruady., !
The conrt decided to postpenc the reading ol Lhe rotord wicit i
such Lime as it shall be reported rendy, @ 16t pesnt il
to orocccd with the incuiry.
lo vitnesacs not otherwiso conectied witdy i ingquirs welc
mresent .
A witnegs eallud b the juds e sdvocibu crbered, ond wis duly
sworn, and was doormed ol haw gubjoct antioy of L 1iquiry.
Puedined by tuo Jed;e advocato:
4
Lo . State your nene, rabe, and prosvit sltotian.
i. Stouc, Cedric ., HLL, USH, UG Chohalis, awGh 48,
2, G, lMere yon on duty onb UctobGr O, 10,97 4
A. Yos, sir, 1 ruoorbed aboard fov duty l.arch third this
VO,
3, 0, On the piglt of Jotoboer sl 10L0) wer.
sboord tiio Choehalis?
L. Yos sir., I stayed sboard during tac citbive perlou.
L. (. Uhile you wore nboord, did yeu hove oonortunity to
pbaserve fvoiirvg opwrationa?
A. Yes siv, Jiow gixbon hundrod unbil opmoxiintoly tuonty 1

hridroed.,

5, (. %ill you tell the court want you ol served?

w, Durine that pericd ol &l the liberty poarty started
n0%e oshore ond I was on the quartcrdeck fiving arophyloctics T
to W ercw ns they wero gaing aghore. I stayed until oo
LOnromimatcly syventoen mundred aed shen I aent bo eat
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LT, | L e back and stayed until the rest of the party
1éft, I woas on thu quarterdeck duriap thot peried of tine
me I could sue oub around the bow of the 5hin there was
quite 2 bit of gosoline on the woboer, and ol ong pive 1
neard Johnson say tiant they had had to shub oV ont oL

the pumne, that Whe Lase couldn't edrry the enlive lotds
Other then that, bhe Lntire fueling epuration seened to be
sodng in aCCo rdii.ce with thue rest of those 1 had obaurved,

6, G. Did you noticu o sprinkler in operation’
i, Yes sir. Buring the evening, 1 vould s r.\;-)'):tt)y.:i.a.m;-::l:r
pincbeon hundred, ab Teast thot's the firch time & noticed

they e o llose 006 over the arcn whoere our Linne was connect-

ad oo bl do ek,

7. t. Did you notice v bhier that wes in opuration con-
tinuewsly?

A, F cnn't osay Tox suies The tivw. T noticod it, it wvas
molng continuously. 15 ) romchber correctly, tioy yrinlie de
doun the dosle and S arGi Monpsidge ok tho slhilp, ond od
fuken th hose and pib it pipht over vhw com cction wiere 1%
camw et from the ghip o thu dooli,  a golbipuous shyLat ol

v

4 oyan roing out of our fire hooco down 1 2o sl ol

g, ., Did you noticc any fad a6
A, Yoy sir, Thoy were culte henvy. I coled e o b
c 1jovs did ne vebe oot fapt tont Ll funs voeru puibe
heoow L that arct. nne. of thoe follows toot Wis on duty ab
whL aurrtordeck, tnd Lo other, Chanbers, was worlkdng with
the fucl opurablions o the Lime. 1 odddn i Ahiien auyoline oF
it sneelally duc to the fact the gosoline SIS e PeiTen
aresent , wut tle, fumes of this ouerabion b Crecbor tlea et
the Line v londed oosoline on.

i, L, ilowe you phocrvoed proyious guurationa?
A. Tl Tirst X noticud Jor monsoline. T post JLve been
dicnola

10, {1, After tyunty hwd rod dit you obuiryve L i ling?

n. Yos sir, I wng out ir tho doghk aron uatil approxinatoely
tuenty-tvo iundrod, hion Lhe liverty porty 411 rcturned to the
ship. I wos Leeping an oeye on fhon Lo pey their shape ooad to
ol LY onyiody was injured in pay Way, cnd during, thot (AR
tihe fucling oncratiout, &8 for as ¥ con tell, ik poeLrntions
WG oing on sobini s olory.

11, e, tlere \hk femes grill prosent?

7 e eould sl thc anes cyen oFer in the ar
eun oy arcn. They youls conc i in yaves L RN VR St VL SRV THP
then they vonld dic oub ~nd start up agein. .

12. (., Shct Lin did youw turn in?

ne  Nicht ofter frenty-tuo hndred, pip e alftoer the liborby
anEhT W nboard.
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13, ¢, Uhat wos the next Lhing you volnerbor?

A. Teing avakencd by the oxplesion. 1 was sleeping oft in
the siek bay, duw to the foce that carlicr in the yoer
thoyld potten a chicl avartormoster and ¥ hod piven my bunk
o wime—cndg 1 lod riven my bunk to hipe  The first thirg 1
noticed wos the oxplosion and 1T dmeodintely ot dresscd md
went topside. I ocould scc flemes pxtending cbeve the mast,
and I stood by thure until Lr, Craven pave me orders to
~bandon ship, 1 imnedintely slivped down tho after ling,
buing oneof the leost fow to leave ond T conld sou thot
curt i1 uf the dock orea was on Tire and 1 looked around thot
aren to sce if thore was ooy dnjurcd in the orua. I cidn't
gew any injured and I procceded up wo b giclh DRy Lo
if tiey neoded fo Lo helpe I pob up ang they ngedoed 0 list
o the erew, so I'imecdiately eonc back avonrrd cod rot my
puster list ond tie he alth reecords ond took thoese ek to tho
siclk Loy, and I osolvaed my sroperty and aceeunting rocords
ad Wb tower sl itums 1 could carry, my uallet ord wateh
oad < went beek ot sick boy, wliere 1 tool iy proncrty
ard negountine roeords whoere 1oLt then vith my hoalti
reeonras cnd Towats book cnd sowme of Bl bl Merd coi:ieg in
with geeo: 6 and third degroe buras. 1o rould s ot oon
tiie, L'd say ayoroximotuly ot wulo thiree thirty, thnt thc
bn sbosrd the shin that were Cighting the e nad tae fire
condined 1o the Torward tonks, but Lot ls sue, Wl ip Tact
they did pove it eorfined, tley werc wven looaking devrn in Lo
the” tonk, and som oody TrSh W Gyen taror oostroisht streow
af waber into the tant ond the tonle faccdiately Tlared up.
The et Lheb was up on the eotwnlk ond on tie tonk deck
it 1 pore using fpaw and sproy it os Soon A8 i shrni ht
0L went in evidentally it brol. G focs vmocad o FULE ST
inncdiately drove thum boek avay Crom this cren,  4oveiu Lo
butl Finally about fowr atelock in tiw morping @nd that in
Just sbout the lost of the oacrntions I obs.rvi. I went douwm
Pa Lo hip about wight otcloel ind 1t wns sbill burning and
tli bese fire trueks were using up the lost i fuon and thoe
last of the chemicol (o £irht the fire ond tantts the last
tiie I approxitatuly ebsorved ony rire Tighting.

(-

14. ., dtong, you Mot loned obtiie i) bho nesber S
from the ghip. by whom was 1t prepared?

i. Thet was neopared frow the honlth ricords mmd as sooll
sy [ orot hold of the health records, I added on to the nustor
Lot and sowe of Lhe erow tould couc in Itd nobiew hig nomd,
it 1ol his Ruiticls ond VA oo Lhe now M initisls fo oo
trnet o thom, .

1=

15. (. uUess ot mustor liot woy Lo dotel

Ao Yos sir, it wos. I'd logped in the 2ost tyvn nen vhe hnd
eone aboord, tw doys boforo tho Chuhalis--gome ahoard o6
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Puarl farbor, Chicl Simns cud 2 scamon by L el ol Sozad,

W, 7. Do you rumunber how mapy nomus appoared on the
s tey list?

d. There vos no oflicers, ol1 cenlisteds I hod oxaclly
viehty nemos ot the tine of the fire. Dighty noncs. @ hed
transioriog ole avn oorlicr on tae doy of the sixth to i
Lheapitzl, but his none hod alresdy boeon toeen of £ the liot,

17. (. Uid you ot ony tine tolie o mustor of thoe surviving
v PR T

ae  Men osir. The Chiaplain aod i nnde & physicsl mustor
Juit bufore T went to bed ot four o'clock, «ad ot slel enldl
the next dey e too’ rnother one, .

18, . Wil ow wxpldadlnd

we 1, thn irst mmstor we took wos wors or luss frow
hocseny fran the erow B 5 wes in bl disha s vy, bul Gho
uexb mustoer we ool ber thic aoalth records e ohwelion B
of f o Dy nene, L other vords wi chitecked wich man porsone-
o 1ly.

i, o, How pony orisead o thot tinme?

e 01l men were wrosont oxeephb tho Sixoten Listed, Uretser,
Choabers, Dolosch, Drower, Jolnson, cnd  ideony  all others
veon heonpuntod Jor,

20. L. Stoue, did yon ot any tine assist i $he LGentifi-
cotion of Lhe bedics Pound? )

Ay Yos osniv, I aid. [ owent witd tae dentist thrt. morning
to Lo disnensayvy and Lowes also with the ddentifyior prrty
Sl o bl Scrorn Hospital, Wl wero obloe to ddontdif ol
tul elle 1L tine el diad ddentiiicstion ond Chonibors s
idviatificd by tho dentel clinrt, The rust of ., me el
identificrtion of sone kind on thon,

21, (. Uill you strte moaws ol tlie e whio wero adeptificd?
4. Dretzer idontificd by mn ddentificetion brudy Chiwb-.rs
Sy tho ¢ovitics in his teuth cod Jillings; Jotoseh identificd

by o broacclet thot wes on his hmady Drovrs, w. wol rble to
phygicelly identily oin ond ~dso by the identifiention of his
clothinvg:; Jolmsor tnd Yilson; we have no cridenge on those
tuo men still missing.

g9, (., In thi cosc ol Deboach, was on oxonindtion ..we ol
his teeth?

i Yes sir. OF o)l opon Lo verify the other cviddnce th%y'd
alreedy had,  wll four mon WGre voriiied by the tecth norkings

w11 s the personal identificction they bad on thint.

3

v

03 e arc- you aetinficd thrt the ldentifierLion wng
wogitive? _ o

8. Yus sir. 4s for oo I ocould tell, throo ob wed dedl At
bimed bLeyond reeonition, hut let's see - Chatboers we hod to
be gatisticd of his identificatien by nis tocth and the othor -
g wn by, lot's sue, Drotser ond Deloseh hied bracelets and
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toecth markings; Drowver we were nble Lo identify, he wesntt
purned too bid, by his physiecl fuaturcs ord we ecould idenbti-
Oy hdw plso » his clothing which were markod with bis owm
stencil, oud to the bust ol wy krowledic it vas to ny sabise
faction we could identify thoia

Cross—oxamined by Licutonmnt lecsky, o doelindnnt:

2h. (', Btewn, you state in your provious Lualinony your
obavrration of o, ol bimt

e It was amwroxibintely sround svventoen Jhundred. It was
up by tue bow ol tie ship. Thure wes o buit-teoL up thore angd
T ohmsed 3t away ond ot Lt timce o ocould 8o Ll ndine op
Lhe, wohur.

26, L. ot this Live, wns it darks
e birosivr, QU owvnonti

S0, . dou, ~ftur you sow this gos on the usbor, did you
notlee any nose wperabions telday nloec o ros b tee vnanire
the vnter ond o teen?

AL Tho Siret biume Docon Pulalibor soo Gl Lol sl ain, v
et ely cround ninetoon hunirod. YowhT e Pt Sut-
in it washoed dovn Loiore,

27. 0, Lo Tow on Lo dook ot inuolsly ot r nevaiteon
lonaimea?

he L would sov otk 1o on L dood o Lo CUT T LB,
end Lhe mipkine oren thoe cnbire i othor Lo oo it w1

ot v st sunL.

Hi. o nash Lisn did vou b suppert
ne o ammroxinetuly sevenbeoen Lairty,

20, L Vhet fiin doo e pipe dow mnawer oo o awaris g Tor
i erear?

Lo Uell, ot osevticulor cvening I didn't wor sunper pipud,
T don't anov vl tier it ucs piped dowm or ol 1 ased one of
e prew pebers cnd e fndd 3t s, mad Do todde e sk

b

30, . Do you knov whothior or not Lhie fuve i opoeretions
hed conmenced b Lo tive you son this can op b voler?
he  Yun oo, Qb Lod

31, .. liovu do you knaw?

L. The ero wos just Sinlshing putting eaiioLctions on the
Sonus.  They had conmecked thie hoses ahout sinloen landyr
~t one tire I definpitely heard dJoimsoi ¢nll P L
other fucling omrgtors thot thoy wire jolnn L0 VG to Clnoe
down onc pump duc to the foet thnt the btoch conldatt toke o1k
the fuck we weroe sauling ashore.

(ST

I
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iE. F.j.' ‘..-'!Im;t: ioppencd nexts
« "Mhtn cft this aren sl roalt
suppor. i shortly aftoer

Sixtecn hundred te cat

33. G v Lo v You Loen sbonidy
fe  Il.oreh tadrd, 1uhg,
3 L. Mo Luony necvious foaelil o

o L operotions hove you obsoryve

EN Junb_t'o. V) FER ST T 7Y
cnd unlondics, or eo. hinod?

35. (. ]

e L oan

Jaleineeyou mean tho ones loading

wlding ond diselnrpingy

P tvo ot Now doeks, Doorl Dar ' ii

e senr tao o LI EEN 8y Jearl Larbor, thit s londin

: il::l,:l:r,ﬂom ;1 1:1_-:‘5::3.311;11:1 rtoll, unloading, and one -t Jchnsons

. r-:-mt :(,1 ;.-!nq()ﬂ;ll,.‘_;,t._‘.l_l(:._L}IL'I.' svon Johnson 1 bulicve w vent tg

: Sedochid reluclod ol JTE out at acn Ths iy ¢ 0w
Foa : . i 11 to my v

N 316. lt'.l Duriry Uils odtration you apealk iy were we tosaging
~ar tlschorsing rouoline? ;
Cae Iloosir. At ono tiie hod ue parricd eoenlice Jhaeed undoe s
. . " - LT A I . . ~ o o - - ' "'
Lo Was an oAty pallon druns, 2t nmo tiie .o wnles oLt
saso line vhile [ w o shoarrd,

37. fy Imring, Wie tiae o wor. on bl Sl o Ll mier
“reny ddd o vow potice o storn:
e s oir, Johad noticoed lightniis, Curiins th cvening but
| onlky the o5 wes aoticenble on the horizon 7nd behing the
aunteing,

mxanined by the ecourt:

36. (. Stone, do you lnou vho recovered tlie Dour bodivs?
ne Lo osir, Toon't. T ean't positively identily rny of the
st Bin L roeoovored than.

30, Lo Wi were the sen to whon you insved Lo, onoirind

e Ono ol thon wns Chrobers oid Lo othor wan'n none oo
slipned oy ndind. Lo wvos one ol Voo cwerterdoell snten Lhiot
tie twanty to Lwenty four hundroed vetelh, which ren it wos I
fon'tt now,

r

LO. Lo Do oyou Kiowr 140 thet non ks otildl alive? o
Ao Mes osir, oo rlmuld by beerUSe Lo 06 G bl X
tyenty four te scre four hundred veren't tac some ones \‘L. hied
tle tuenty to twenty Jonr bundred woteh ovinr tiwn C]]{‘:I.l‘.}i;l‘['--
' He oo oof the erow tinct od bhe fucling oporstioss: oo oo Vi
Liere thu ontlee tite.

) 4L, 0. ihat wes the character of tine stre: ol vnter nloying
o Lhe docl on the hono concetiond . _ _

i ne If T roremour correetly, tioy had dop uonclos joing in o
tht ecointetion-on thc, conncetion. I wouldn't stoto that asz
being positive, they hed vater ploying dowm i Lo the connectbiond
where our line comnected oo the dock rancs.

R
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L2 Ge o Do you kiow winore the goselinge ynu observed ot

Ae 0 opir, Toeocon't. Thoere ws pasoline flosnting en the
wrter up b ghe bow of the shin ond the men wer o still workiog
on tie coniwvebtion, i den't laww vhure it comte Tion; I ean't
sor Iran the Liuce or from shoere tiie leolo s,

. - , [
3o e wws the erow orderly wiien they roturncd from iboe.y!

ne  Yes sir,  Sowe of then were slightly incbricted oud

naving o reod bike, Yul they wero nll orderly, very much 5So.

Ahe €, Do youw Luenr tho arcih yliieh hod been degignstoed oo tihg
L,:.zohl 1 oorent

Ae  Yes gir, L cdon'y know i U cnn opick it out of vl o,
buk 1t. Vs twre yliore SoML Grums wWerd stored un by Lho Lowv ol
Lo aaip, o _110::J.r1:~‘.t Lv one hundrod ,,rt.rd'" fron the Dacling
QDL r 119'”, it hod bewr destenstod for ameking.
*

o, Gy i you lmiow tdio (1L,.Jit,na.1,.<,(l this orunt

Ae Tle OUficer ol th ducly L. Croven,  They Lod one snoking

cren aft or the bDuilding, thet was cdonnsice of Lhe shin ond
they discontinucd it duc to the foet it w s Bod close mnd thcy
mov el 1t over to tlin ollor cres wiey dunins i...r,'i Loedars thoy
started thoe Mucline oporctiovns. '

40, 0 Did you nhisurve cnayon.. R L I ahiat

v Yes sir, aporoxiacicly, let's .“«,, AN /N A VTV S
LuLniy one t.hirw v oecso dumothat way oo o S irl ot el
I don't huewt vho eloo ws in there, bub e W s dne ol the
Srwmacn cirls and ohio hod o cirgerette In her ool and Lhoy nedo
Doy oout the cigarobbic out bacdicotuly s iy coooned o oout
ol Lo nren snd B tois the only Liwe L osaw o oviol L:L:m rayse i,

Lt Btora, in rozard to thoe erew boing oraerly, db oy ov
recall any instructions the erew Was | iven jush ord.r Lo
coliineiis ol labertyy

L ]

Ay Tue one order tht U oreucibor was oll Gle. erad sh suld bo
Yrel ol borrd ol ot thon buceby oo hundrod,

e eure you aremont ofounio ioruation?
Ko Yoi alr,

KU, (. 2lense oimloin vhol wiog soid Dy ers Groves ad e,
Lesger ot L“L 1tivic,.

ne I con'o think exeetly vhat it wes but generally Lhe
Getnils wen vhast all the wen peing cshore should ;o ashor. o
ret libke 'fr.nt.ln,non sud boliove thonselves ond oo thun _,u,.wn, H
out of treublic ruf not to ;0 invo thesc ﬁuo:ltu housus, thet
is the Smioon's, sdthout an invigntion, Th.ot in hout w11 ¥
cen thinl of elpib .

i
1
i
1
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I'ong of the parties to the inguiry desired further to examinu
Lhis witihens,

e eourt informed the witness that he ves privilorcd to make
any further statoment covering ~nything relating to the subjeet

matter of thc inquiry wiich he thourht should bhe, a1 mnottor of

record in conncction thorcwith, vhich had net boen fully wrourht

out by the provious cuestioning.
The witness stoted thes le bod nothing Durther to sny.
The witness wes duly woerned snd withdrow,

& witiiess colled by the judre advognto entercd, was duly
aworn, ond wos infories o8 the subjuct rntter of the donowiry.

Pramined by tue dud-oo cdvoontoe:

1o U, State your nome, rote, sod preooit atotion:
A. lmer Pobtiit, denior, boatswman's ot ehied, of G
Usiieae Bheholis, alG=hi

2, . VLerc you o duty on horre the Cheldas Uetobor sinth
il srior bo throt bl

T T s,

3, U Vhon did you report cuonerd for duly?
e Teotr—seventh oy of ausust 1908,

Le o, Vere wow chanrd tho ship el Gl e Ilng oowrouin
wery beman”
i Yus siv, Tow o,

. L. Tant dis ou Cetober sixth?
e Yes sir.

A a PR e R e
G, . Dhid you o»oarilcianto inAhe *-iuc:l.:n.;;_ omerntions?
e Vot dn the amlocaiye oF e 1icw, T wes conioehat vith
hold car:p. .

.o b WE1T you teld gust whot, is wesnt by hold corpol
G. The hodd enrgo oo e dry sLoPcts.

G L, when dic u eoamtote whis operrtiont )

&, 1 o't recoeser e cxact time six, L wis son S-tor
alsboer. atngred Tothinik ab o wes ayound sixtoon sero five, b I
v Tl guenr to thie wxaeb timc,

the Tucl cnreet

ae do ooir, T didelu.

9, (., Did youw co snything o assiot in bhe dinehicring oo
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104 G Did you o on liberty?
do T sir, I wes the duty chicf thet night.

11, Co Vhot woere your detiosy

oo They eonsisted of maliing cight otelock likits nnd toking
tueity husdred reporvs and reporting thum La ghe 0.0, y Alan
seolng thet the ren ot their liboerty enrds oo cocckinge
Liburty worty back in at twenty -two hundired, oivd to see that
the ship woen sceured ot tops.

12, . You woere shosrd the adp throughout the eveningy
of October the gixti” )
ay  Tes sir, T wes cbocrd, outaide O Sdias out to ol

snsliili o onren.

13, (00 Did-you obsorve the Meling oncorntions?
e Ven cir, I aid,

Ihe fo0 LALL wou toll vt wol ohaorvord?

ne WElLl, cfter Ioconploted wils Ciog mumber tue hold I
wirt boek ond had sunper cnd 1 ocee ot un duek nud wos
untehing the shinfntoers Twobl Lhe Mull hoses.  Thon ehion
corpiissary stovord Chi cnd L owent out Lo bl sitdng crun
St SRt oout there md bnllod snd maoked wngll it conwe
Latae S0 twenty buidred reporbo. Loocote et sboeopd ood
ToonoWhe roserts on Lk ouorter cock nnd Lo Do howd
simg srobnd the shis ond wrde $oonty hundred 13 hts snd wens
oub o0l Bl degll v wode py ropnrts to 1 r. Crovelt vho vos
el duby oT lenr. T oues ovl cn the smaking ares of the siwnc.
CAle weowes tolidng, twenty hundieod reports on B punrter
Gee'sy, Lhoy wes haviig e treuble withh lecks oun i fucl hase
i e woblecd e thoy wes chonging Lo ooskees, ropocking
i AfCor ©ohot nnde reports to the duvy oificer, oIl
ahrg ord Lowvalled over to whors the nablve wouom were sround
the nhod where thiey Lad stufS for sele ond looied over thody
vaies, bub o we didntt oouy anything, Ve went G, whe smeliing
ares, telikdng to Chonbers oad Deloseh and ve sit thore
telliing to tihcn for cidile, e then they vent boel aboord
Lo continue thviye wrelo mad Sdae ol ¥owss veoderien shotinr
itwns cool bolow dueits, oo I ovent boek obo rd ond renu to the
Co0 querters, termed srouwnd, olinbed wey, come brell o deel,
weut ont to the dock to widt Dor it Lo cool sulffieiondly in
arder bo e nhle to sleep, Well, os I coee bocl oud after
toling o bath, I noticed thet thoy had eotmected vp opab.
ard there was o to> oed o el dned hooe rondi; Svon ol
dovm to the it deek ond it L 4 o fourteen Toot oonldicatan,
e it wan laying oub on the roil spraying, on tle hescs,
Thore wvas alse onotl Jr leeoe ovt on Lac docls, rid oo tim nnd o
helf dneh, ond oy Losent out to the smoldang oareo, 1 ooshkod Siuas
I e lesk hed been stopped ond e dndn*t kov ab thee time.
Tluree was n eontinuous strerusl of wrter un:it o 4he hosce
vad oot the time I didn't hnou 1f they'd stocbed pompdus or
b Fror thet tie ©Dodidnit do mweh but oit around the
=l ot there ond Jrst smeke el parebios. .J'I.-tv tt'.'ClltyvhUtl—
fred exoetly, wu ¢ pene choord toounlie lights wid in cll the
eonpartients ond sou thot everybady woes rurned 1:m, oo L
Shined dowm bo po dowm the genpway and I et the Coptaln
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thare aid hiv told mw ot the Lie he soys "o sure to hove !
tonchody wash dwnl around Lhe fucling concetion - nd Lo wish '
e Lotweon the ship rnd dock and to howve it coadinued

a1l nipht long' oo 4 notdficd lubbord, the SUN VY U Lch. =
I told hiw tr wesn dovin there sad So make o w00 o0 e a!

of the wteh dering the night Lo wash dows botirer the shis -
and the doek ond :1mund e eonjection ot v docle poericdicn l‘iy
Lo lieep thit pos cway Sron the ship, 3o wye vent sbocrd aad

e Lvae liphts in L.n: colprrtints nid Lonut o eounle of

Boys thoth owere Pecldr: cood, o bed ond cone badl on deel oud
vwe ehcehed tho sanguny log to ke sure Lot thore wos no
vrerteaves o F von stondhg cround there ond Locuess it osy
v flont Lienby-btarce ten or Sftoon, E'oonot sure, §ovent

ot L doel srd bhen went boek chosrd, I'h not delindte ot

the Lincs, »nd Sius weg still out on the dock cs L come up

Lo L deelt It wlie Captody mrd e told we Lo run thooe
"Treaple thint were stonding ~round, boelow we Tomoeecded o
daoso, thoere wns gone wp Corvord sed sowe a6 Lt mun tab,

5> I stopoed vl ok) omd told il oot wele ond Toant
s S deen o Lheyid all sob bk, tac enly aeonle

T osivg or the doek wes v, Groaven, the i‘t;ulint; cang, ik let's
Bey o mlicve thotts 211, crd s L pent crowng s wocio

Lo my oot oond vyon  Ldnp to tarn Ly oond

webouein's pete seeond coro up thore and £ e seb boere e
wis tellking od T oliconoened o look up towored vhi QoW cual ot
s oobunensot by wln Drweastic, snd L otold Joninia Lo o
Torverd mal eiose o bosuy cvry, s v vont dorwerd oo L
et ke the fun Lub Lo tald this acotive vo shove of

ar e cowed wy warrd shepow cand Lot forveai Lo oLoke sure
he loft,, “henl oo Loore, I found Seinra, Looroy ond deatt,
I othivk it ves, bnd o Juc*h., Tadder ricing over Gy
coored then oty one then gnve lantione L Jocobs deedo,

Vi, e i heek Lo the tonlo deek cnd thure Uns opotior Jucubs
ledder there od T wold Dontinge to Loke ovlr t‘::c ounarterdoeek
ot Jron thor, ©owent beelt to my oot dnd undressed and was

[P ) N R

-
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sehiing bl watehdang u.u s whele, nad Uhen boturned n
Ard o5 0id Dentime. The uexzt thing I reecll was the cxalosion
Sl . Ploount thee flane it Looked like clothes I

soun ;1'1:“ through i aiv.  Whe flrme oid eloties ot
rouitd bhe oart sice of the alter vort of the house cnd T

hed o blue sprecd oa wy bark cnd b causht I@r;,_ cad 1 tharaw
it over bhe side apd O opub onouy slippors fin iovent for-
word Gs the spriplder systaa.  as I ocoaa Datnrd L € L L

Lhe ChicT's quartors, ond L thinl it wes nuooo? Cight actel
toole 0iD, It wos oawe ol thawe onnty i, and 4 crouehico oy
‘nd At wns an eaoks e oidonoonelld st o Wi flod.e el ut,

ad Boon nE Lo flome dicd -uf I startoed hock 1‘01: t%u; )
sorisliler sysbon t..\d-.ul.u.b-‘J,ng. vlsu lct ]o wo cod then L
]L."L then oand vent boek Lo the Yo ALl arc. AoLaL bl rnd

% onols inen looe snd LoGo 14 the wen Jed's oot the hoses out
and up around the gossline ond 1 plcl.c,d n" eot up cnd chughaf

it odnto bho werdioan ald 1oooe Lorverd oo .'".l.u 1ur ‘
canlientor which soncbady did, T donth PROTeTANE
mih Lhe applicator meaale o And Vs (o i Lo sBoat

bu bhe sorintlor velve so o dedn's have cuoarhit hose.
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) fobuerts n was thore at the ting, so I told hin let's just
Iy ler oo the mil ) says, it ey heoen these tanks bolow
coul, su Lhun we M-id the dpolicator on the rail, went bock
alt, enie in througie £ ness boll aud pieked up tho incs
Mg & Lalf hoso Do the wess hell, 1 took the ireh and o

T ekl and st up Drow Ghie prasape way ta tho bont deelk Lo

. Lo domage conbrol Locker ond pot ahold 98 5 ePU nossle.

. widle G owns hooking it up 1 told Robertson, it vos cither

lobertsan or J-ceson, I told, saen 0 below ond gt sone doam,

i i‘;lld I hoked tive 12U nozele wp ond storted it lindug it uo

soryard mied 1ofigmred o oot on o son Yo on b the firc. wlll,

: T b eie boel with v cons of oo ond st then down

. cod he bold ue ey ore velldins to asbandon shing,  The water

vesntt on the dnch ad o helf hose yot o we hod just

: srobired a hose of the udkhead cnd v vent down below and I

N L] 1 L3 ] . .

b neard cry Groven yolling to lesve the sidp and obendon 1t oied

e

L oe

La

- I told the boy Lo 0 sliced son ot ofD here Just then Von

: llowen eane up mna i ocasled idn i thoere wes anyvedy bolew and hie

l snid no oakd T osedd odvd b, we iy as vell leoye cud wo went
cruund nunber six lino,  Issnt doun the line v thic doeli,

vindl norot oo tho doel, this strtlion Tite truck wan srtting

Just o eounle of et Iron nwhoer six Idne and thore wes Loly

i honsg lendliy; o408 Lt cnd D storted breoki ), more hooe ofF

T 6 ond ren Howerd and cr, Creven broughi & nezole drom

the troel wp to me, Lo asoXked un ord Lolalieve L opove

et lisac oo vhile Le. Crovee aud Lowrocceoded o breal

: Jut tite hose they hod eid out Do osedeey leeslbions. Yo
: Juet stortoed broeckeing it sub 26 the coundiug.  So ot it

. Lroun ord oot oonowske one 3L o] Dawn te et el b this
truck ond ghere wos o wistor in tiw hosc, Yol Bonosen entie

wy Lhery vhile we wes toyiee out the volve,  ofNsul coine up
i tarned the watoer on fHr o os oao I owes stradl ) there by 4,
calur wert of the teuek cud wabehilg the fir. cod told » o,
Croven, I'm sodenp Boel cbord oand whoethior o oscid ancriliig £
dan't remenbor o e wes tooeking ot purbor six line ond X
et up irectly Londnd hiln ced theneene oo ploantedist's
Lhe frowm the dlspoensory and e eotle wr vdhiind re. 1 oshould

; Kivor s wan--tell, e we wenbk boek on G ghipy, wo

stortoo Lroenliing ow Sl boses for Dipghting Jlacoe I

stortbed out £ or e wess holl ovd b, Crove ot Anbo U

sotieors counbry aftor Gio one thurg, so L teld i Toewe n

HaU mozzle te) side cod dent up od mob i, s we boulied 1t

: wy to the inen o oo helf lose aud dend itoowt ante the

i trnl decl: ond i owas o e aud oo helf oout tuore, O odon't oroe

1 erll vacr 3L e Irowe  aeyhow, as Iostorted opound oo

? cobernli 1otwrned bho sorinklor woelwe on oand 1 ouotdecd tihc

! alnieys wes mnoied wed the fop henas were nmz Lt S NE Lo

wrtor ung esitios vub in oosteady stroom, and Joctnel LS
alpendy o 1. Thore uns oosen thore seoweing it oo Iobouk v

: hosc ont Feon the entunlk cud bhore was str.on oo Lhe threo
ard a4 helf o d it onuska booen © doek Tose veetne B Bl b

* fire woEsle on it vith a lever.on it, Lo el 6 408 U i
catimlk oo we eould po awd as Loturned, this "i"n".n‘xl:'.‘ld_u.i.:'i
Hage on stroifebt otroon and 0 Dlippod it o0 of Torp

it
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hin a:._'.d I zave iy hose te another fuy andst.arned'braalcing
OuL fcam. e started to rip the 1id off vith g nozzle as I

couldn't Mind the ¢ap and 1 said Lo wrehody toet o hanuier - oz,

dcrew driver' and aon Jackson went buel to the ounilerr shaeis
Viere he keeps tle ©ola iv and he brou;t t:m'hm.mer, a
leather mll eng the serev driver and wve ool tie covers of i
tiie foam. While T wus breaking the foanr out, I noticed ip,
Lraven ‘aud la, liegger #ad fotten Lwo hore hoses with alig-
ators on thew and were on the tank deck itaelf, up to the
edme of (lp breal, Sigiting the fire Lron there gud tlere
V&G ono or tw Noses on the docl and thoy were op straisat
streams.  hetler they had suicide nozzles or all narnoge
wozuzlea, ¥ odontt khiow, Une of then was threwing the strean
on the bullhead, the oilior wan had iy down Sacvically

Inte the fire ond vas keening it soitatoed and we lept
Yolline at, hin o e catwall: cither to run it ol T or tum
it on to for, Lccavse a couple of tines we lad 4 wrotly pood
slanket of Ffoam on Lao fire avd at the same Line the Samoan
ahead, every tine .. o 04 re would siow up and Lo'd cut it on
strai it strean, ot seened to bo Ehe trouble vherevoar
Shey was at, wet you couldn't tell tliew vlar yould wart, e
hee Lhe fire all backed up into one corner Coivunrd anc I
Lwued ny \]'0‘;) over to oticr ren and I run i o &ocorner o
I said let'y et forvard and see ir W can o downl Lo {he
starho ard passarevay and OfConnor and nyseld west dovi tp ,
the part sice of the tank deel wid went Torwvard, LGowont un
o tue forccastle to start vith to et a4 fourteer oot

arlicotor, Ue had tus we was coing Lo geo and tuo and a hal?d

ineh hose e cent un ther and the fire lwase oyslicator

wwuldn't it into the segond nozele, W00 wou pulied tlie Sy
b 1

¥You oiily ot a Straight stroeam of wator cad veu couwldnii e
a fo; out of it, so ve Honbe-let's Gec--ue vt te Lie
starboard hese and went doun to the coupartimat and wag coing
Lo try and gp in there hut it wag oo hot, LUt oven at the
door we couldn't even get a Toot in thera and I noticed
looking into it aud one af the bulitheads wasg vhite hot, bug
suielled sonclady burning there and I told JtConnor tlieru_m,s
seiebody dead in thevo, we are not going to do any pod fnere,
there was sogcbody bumiys in there was beeause ol the sweet
burning suell of hwan flesh. e went baelk tolmuaber two
nold, ri, ed au annlicator on the hoge, rigged a.d went dowm
to the nort passancuay, viiere it was so ot oo water
pregsure wouldn't cool it detm,  The lonner ve stood theie
tlie less vater rescure hept setting, e wont fown to start
the diesel and ve o.dn‘t know how Lo start it, and it yag
setting smokey, so ve gave that up az a bad job ard wvoenu

Lae to the plpe rack nad pried all apnlicaters off and went
sees dovym Ghe port side of the tank desl: and srent Lael Jovn
Lo uhe poop deck and handud then to the peo-le with Lo
hodes,  hile we had Leen forvard, they had lest vhat dirg;
for @aie veasnn it had rovad cut of the corner ond the wholc
Wrks was burmning, and so I heard soibody sav they had T
Mreiarshall and 1 told O'connor what-do you say you and I
feboa cup of eoffer or sonnthing at the sane tiie I seard
they wanted overybody oil the ship, so we went olf tie ship
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to the dods by a jury ri ged satpuay and went on to the dock
end Lhcn I owent on up te che dispeasary. Ve Lot in te tho
dlspunsary. and iad o op of coffec and a sandvich and they
save un tone edieal wajanas and wanted wus to take » bath
and elean un, wiich ve moceeded Lo do and the alier ye'd
cleaned up L mt shold of o pais of dunparec tivusers and

prt Lhem on and 1 said ta O'Comwer, lettns ro back dovm and then

ve started dovn oo o found we vasn't sud osed to s back
down cud they told re to trn in. JiConnor lalé doun and

de vant o sleep, i roeouldn't and I ovas all eiled v qud et

Togling arcund tlcie deinking corfue and cheeling: on-th boys.
I don’t lmow ad:at tine it was, later ou thot umorniug, they
eone in dookin For o chiod aichinist's mmte ond Loy said
tho wanted tie power turned off on the ohi - ced & suooae’s
ot around, 111 .o dowmn there and I eould ston Lhc IRITS B
and we started out od L sick bay and I ata into wlmand, our
wandvemon seoond, and L otald bim they wanten € Cowoer out
OO0 ol Bl midy, coue alonn and vetll do it oursolves and he
gob beoain®™, rot no sious and 1 looaod ampund ol said we'll
Plid & pale a v sl @ oair lyins aloi; the vall and se hin
and I went dmm to the doek, o ot dotn. €0 too ool and B
wold us thit soucone of the yord wantod Lhie ner ot bows’l w
tie shin beeavse thoy was scarcd o oleeblocUul | salsowy,
0w it abunrd, took o Lottle luntern and voal covm to thc
enpinge room, dovrn throuch the mess hall, sceurca tho svitche
board aud thon cul one of the engees that vas stil) runeing:
on Wl ooort side and Billed Lt aud we cone oub ol e orocine

rooti and 5Lotold alnd ¥ oemoroing Lo ogob oA ooy ol O rron

&0 b ojust o stoavled ioto the chilciTs quartors, reblea oo e
and shoved right ol and wo cilic out il cale it U Jock,

15, . Lhat tive was that?

ie I dldn't roaaciber vhat sine it wvos, 10 foet vith o1l the
wobor, © Fipurcd vy wobeh stoppoed and I didn't oy el :
Atiention to it ond up on thw entualk TVC o lov o T ounter
aprayed on te and §oJipured 1t wesn't ronndi,, G, oltor
we gecured thoporer ob the shiy, We cove onto . dock nd
Lhey het sote collve thero and 1 Lhad another cupy ol coffce
by aliand said e vis Cedng bBoell to tiw siet Loy, se T
v atandineg thore tellicy to Thorabur; bhic Do Lnies! Ll
a6 den Gtd boewr o liidng, Lher pEothe dupios pronortloacr
o wos Teodino Foor wo the Dire aod he oasbod ue 10 we od
any kore foos Moed cne Toandd we hed elready v tiiot
CROE S LG W W oa whe Torcenntlo aud Ioteld Lin tled vas
all aad e says--well L odon t rccall rigit \.-'11-;;—t3'=.‘.1‘ it wos
Tt thon and he said be nooded sene hopooers somne other
Fortn oud ve oonle use Lhat so 1 tola hin Yyell thoero’s soow
200 Bhe e wueld cuoard and went up to B dale s cerion
locker cnd ve Browid cul the hopper and tle it 0. e G40
thot rpus vith it o.d they sot tuot LH tua Lsopers n{m;{ul‘d
"y, Ewo more lwses, aod Lo asd 1J.»0F te fulcide, 1‘.0?.2.15.:3d.’.1.|
storged to put chumicsl on tep ol whe firce tien I‘nO‘VLl.- o
Laek out of the way acd I run inte Yan Horp anc . sodd \.r.u.-r':
agrr Leen! ane o soid e was looking for thon neople oo soeur
tac power on b ship aud I sald olmond s 1 ﬁ*.]r}‘:_,-:‘.ﬂ:;r Gl
ihot gy we- Bet around thore talked and wovchod things sor
aville e, well leb's soo, I don't recall doin: wveh of

anythin, o) imsortance except later cucept lotbor on in the .
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day I got Thornbur ~nd asled him if he had @ pipu Ditter

shop and he said yes and I said how cbout uaking a bipuer
epplicator and making o cleven od and using one of them so il
we ean't snuff the fire so, T begyour pordoi, the Srstoin ond
1 went ahoord and drifted the shin out fron oic doek.” I

vag standing around thore wvhen the Coptain coue down ond

cot ahold 'of me and this Lreak in the ship hod Zillod with
inter and the oil was washing out on to the doek and they ues
Loving ouite a thix holding it and the Captain snid L wonted
to ip cuoord cud drive the bow away from the docle and put it
oLt 5o we could get alongside the shin, so hi: and I vent un

to the bow and stayed there until we sot the oot and thnn

vo went up minber one line to the forceastle snd wve drosmod

a heaviog line and took @ line off the LOYY ~od scowed it

te thoe ship and ashe started pulling; out on the ship, while

e yoere gerging number one line of 5 and v also pgot Mo stor-
voerd anchor ready for lettins ge ond we hed the two oves T
left out and all the live was out cnd i ashoed the Coatadn

chout dvroewming tao anchor and he pove his permission cnd I oout
the anchor loose and 1ot hwer rur until she stapted Ficting
botton and snubbod it.  hout thet tive the Fire eore along-
side the forceastle and was burning preity heovy clobgside
the starboard side and the Ueptels sadd let's got off and we
crllud a boat alongsidce :nd w.en they come clongside the Cope
Lain went down the Line and I went bock and 1 looscned the
vloek up cnd 1ot the ohehor run out o little wore cnd tiwen T
snubbed it at aboni I{dfteen fothons on deek ciod then 1ot
dovm the line with tic Castein end went around te tho other
aide bo the londing to wlicre the ship wns ticd up and we got
ol there cud the Gaptain was, and I noticed L hedd & wrn on
boae bottonm of his fool and he could hardly -}l cud x hol.od
him to the dock ond teld thom to Lake hio Lo the sicl Loy

and I owent boelt Lo vhere the shin wes and onee 1 mhilee-1
rear then LUohed tellod with Thoraberg sid Tilos so @ shayeed
cround chore then until thoe tieve thce ship went dovn outaide of
cimi: o1 twige I went up to thoe siek bay and snuek in snd got
mrself cofice nnd shoved of £0 1 supsested to Thornburp 1w
try to fix the jury rig and try to snull the e, Ju i ou
hoeoves running out of Lhe Toon and they hod the Tire out
provey (wod cnd i we hoad more foan, thoy wonld lve got it
andl they took the annlientors to the other side of the bny,
The man cut thot and woelded thow ond we eame back cond hooled
thum up to n o ibch ond o half duehl hose ond we trled Lo rot out
and sa the went--sone of the people went to the hond o L
pipe and pullcd it olongside the dock and we pt the opoiicat-
ors over to the fire alright and wos storting to do so. o good
ad I don’t know vhict hepooned, snd soncbody picked up oe
hose and doored it down into the flomes end it neltod off
and that put a ston to that and-we had quite o tiwe, for the
v oround the bow of the ship, and we hod guice o tire with
“het fiteing in nlongside the ship and clongside the doek
there and they finally had thot colmcd doun and then finally
had her boek dowm 5 to number one Lline .41 1t looked .'I.,i.l':t.-_i;lll..-:.’
g just stonned #hen we vos out of foom and there was no.

vay oot out the fire, the fire and nusber ten had }Jﬂnt {‘-11'“1
ine Mll of rasoline and nunber nine ves suntosod to vl full

1o

Low, % they just kent pouring the wnter prooatd Liw O nyi.
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A Yhey hed just poured it on te the bulkhiads alongaide thoe :
ghid, not ou the fire, trying to keop thenctal cool ond it
wes goon aftor thet I hened Ehey was poing Lo scutile tig ok
. shin and I asked one of tiw ofiicers’down there, 1t wis the '
: Cantain of the ¥ard; about toting o voluntoer crew dboart and
stria the after pvart of Lhe ship, thit is the closust, ond
so0 he'd lct me khow loter on ard wi stayed arsund for owhile
and they told me I could colleet o volunteor erew and po aboard
ad strip the after port of the ship, so I took I don't
reeall who, wut six men with me and teek thom sboard with
bacble lanterns ond flashlights and I lelt one mon stalioncd
at thu pganguey in ease anythiug should oecur and I took the )
rest of then and went down below to the engiucers lockers, !
just »ulling clothing out of there and put whit we could out \
i

of Lhi lockers ond consartient and hitd noout throe cusrters of
the compmarticnt finished, they tien yolled ™r ne, so Toauany
up to the deek and they wented me Lo go Lo bl dock it the
snid thoy was roing wo make preparations for sinking the ship.
The ixee vent bock wili ne to Lry to pet the puslicckions up
By the forvard oiflcers country. So I said 1711 go with you,
s e, Lleinworth and myself ovocceded te go doruard to thy
port site ~nd went on into the jort passaguway the ship's

Tt

of Sice throusd number o hotch cnd tho we went bick to thel -

0 division compartucnt, tucoririncl »lans wos o Gry ol oo 7 I

through there to the coding roowm. Tho wetal i the O Cavishol. D
: compartuent was still plenty hot and there wes vrash loying 1 .
' ~round in there ond buekets ote., and so I told bim let's o '
b around throuwsh the oflicers country snd we storted down into

tiie ofsicurs country cmd it ung just too hot fo et inko tingre
~rd it wns ontirely too hot, so thon we wont down un the shin's
ariice on W port side, teook o slodge hommer nd broke enc .
hetel oven and uvent in. Ve knocked out o poncl Don the door
and he storted to et thoe porsomel recoras and ve ol tlia

out, put thew in o cenvas bag, took thol nnd went brek oft ond

Ieaved thum out on Lhe doclk o Jpiars the yeomon, and 1w .
| ctorped forvord., Mo forgot b Lessers regord 1 belicwo it

wes, o d hoe also wonted o try and gub into thw publications
' pain and we woit forunrd onee meru, but we couldn't rut

throwgh. of this i T moticed in all of tha oadpunlys
therve w: s oil in them ond thu nighv bofore thero hadn't been
rnd it looled like it wisht be lube oil to v, e 211 the

W Uthonds hnd it on, and alopg the passafoelny thore vos oll

on tlie deck. Woll, the sveond time we wiend Soruertd, ve o
conldn't axltc it o to tho coding rooin 50 Wo wurned oround ond
erm aft ~ne LTt the ship, ofter riaki.;, sure WV rybody wns
ot e whey stortod waklng proporotions {or sia.in her and
teo Van Morn oid 5 oreported cverybody wWas clony 2 nd Ver Horn .
ori sore other people went abonrd and vtent down Lo the L nglue- .
voom fud done something, I don't know wiwt it wng and s
sethled slovly tlat day and later pict night ot S 75
hove eo..c to 2ostes ona Lovas gcbtinguooh L N
Isirnd Comnonder's house ond woe soen o light on tie storn ol
thy shio and I said somebody’s cboord that shin so I wnt bocl
down te the shiv and it wes the Crotaln just coliny off it 0t

e ———————

- - 220 -~

—
-



“
s G, G | e

the time so be told me that the water seemed to have come to

a hzlt so we stayed there and watched it for awhile, We had

: a mark on the ship and it didn't secen to be settling anymore,

E The fire was still burning, Well, I don't know who sugpested

, it first, there was a sugpestion made that we put & couple of

’ hegses dewn into the pasaageway and start them ond ao they had

a pumper cn the dock, they had in fact two and one of them '

waan't running and this one they took two howes from it and

i we cut it dn and I went aboard ship and dropped these hoses
down- the scuttlc on the fantail ond so there wasn't no chance
of them cominpg out when tho water was cut on wo went back out

* on the dock and they lest suetion on the pumper and when they

' pot it back on they cut the water on in the two hoses I had

. put eboard and everybody was standing around thers, more or

" less marking time. Well, right away you could see the

5 difference, she started settling by the stern. After she

it come down aways the fire up forwvard pot out of contrel and

; thcy had to back out of there and start with, Thornburpg tried

T to pull the ocamoans back and try to pull them out, that was

1 the only way you could move then and the only way to wove them

] out was to o back and shut the water off{ so thot then the

f' fire'roally started taking off. Up there people started

L‘ - clearing out when we seid number twe mepazine had ammunition

» in it and neither one ol them had been flooded, Mell from
then on until the ship settled I didn't do much of anything
excopt sit around with Chief Milam. The only other time we

! went up there was when it scemed like the ship was not sink-

E' ing and we went up gnd checked our hoses ahd they bad all

[
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the fire gear off the dock execpt this one pumper.

P Y

1. . Do vou know the exaet time sho sunk? .
A. %ell, Iitlan said he looked at his watch and he said it
- took twenty-two hours to sink her from the time of the ex- ,
plosion until the time she sank, '

17. Q. What time would that be, somctime sfter twenty-throee
hundred? _ ) I
A. It would be after twenty-three hundred the night of the
seventh. The main thing about me not boing able to tell the
. time element was I dldn't pay much attention to it and things
just heppencd and T wasn't worried about the time.

18, €. Going back to the beginning of your tostimony,
do you remembor when it became dark? ‘

A, Uo sir, not right off hand 1 don’t recall. It was
dark by the time we took eight o'clock reports I'm pratby
HSUre.,

19. ©. Do you recall what lights were beiny used to 3
illuriinate the fucling operations?

L. Them carga liphts up on the--well there was Lo of
them up on the beat deck ond two on cach wing of the bridge.

e e —
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20, . Ship's lighta?
A. Yes sir, repular cargo lights,

2. Q. Were there any lighty on the doc.?
in?. On the bullding on the doek on the end of the builde

22, . How many lights were there?
A. There was lights on the telophone pole by the snoking
arep., ; '

23, Q. Any other lights being used?
A. Woll, that's all the bipg lights I recall, The ship-
fitters had their flashliphts,

2hy Q. UWhat type was boing used?
A. 1 didn't notice vhat type. They generslly use regular
navy plastic flashlights,

25. Q. Ia that a lipht designed for fueling operations?
A, It is a repular plastic one, not one put out by the
Mino Warfare for fueling, There is a speclal one put out
for rueling, What they had aboard ship was not one of those,
it was Just one of the repular old plastiec lighta.

26, (. Did you observe how many were being used?
Ao Mo sir, I didn't, '

2%a s In the testinony, you referred to a sprinlihor
which was being applicd to theheae coonectliou,
Ao A fourteen fout applicator.

20, Y4, Cau vou state whoether it was in operation con-
Linuoualy?

A. lell, the oniy time up until the time I went te hed,
the anly time it was shut off was when they exchenged the
raskets,.

20, Q. Was 1t being used at the time you went to boed?
Lo Yas scir.

30, Q, While that sprinkler was in oporation, was it
possible for you to determine whother the hoge was still

lecking?
L. nﬁo sir,

31. 4. There has been testinony about a soft patch, Do
you know anything about that? )

A, On thepipe line that runs to the after fueling
station, I believe just as it come out of thepump roeem thore
was two ooft patches on it, I belicve,

12, Q. Do you know whether they Wero replaced during the
funl ing operationa?
Lo Mo osir, T don't, T Jdidn't see them.
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Crosg-examinad by Licutenant Beczley, a defendant:

33. Q. Pottor, do you recall any work being donc on Lhe
ground wires on the back station?

Ao Well, all our standing rigging was overhauled in tho
Yard and new ground wires was put on at that time, thon it
wasd in fupust I beli:ve or last month, the stay leading to
the tanic deck from the mainmast on the port side I know had a
busted ground wire and we ronewed that at that time and oll of
the ground wirces shoeuld have been in rood shape.

. Q. Potter, vhat other tankers have you been on pro-
vioua te the timo you reported abeoard the Chohalis?

L. I sorved cighteen menths on the U.5.8, Tolovana,

35. Q. Potter, tell the court how much cxpericnce you have
had in repgards te Cire fighting?

A. I firast went to fire fighting schoel right in Poearl
Harbor in forth-three off the APA LLO for five days course
and T later went to fire fighting school in onn Froauciuco,
Trengurs Island, six wecks course as an instructor aznd thin wo
sent our fire pang off the Chehalia at Fearl lisrbor and I wnt
over the first day for a refreshor course, The of figer in
charpge of the firce fighting sechool went through Treasure
Islrnd with mu,

36, 4, Have you noted the hipgh arometic odor of one hune
dred four, a high octano pgasoline?
he Yes sir,

37. Q. In provious operations of when the ship waa handling
this tupe of gascline, during this particular operation, did
it socem to Bo excesgive?

Ay Woll, arcund the ship, no sir, There was no fixed
difference 1 had noted befors, but there 18 one point I would
like to bring out and that is the fumes was thick evan around
the smoking arca that night, thoupgh why, I can't say, The
amoking ares wasstover by the bow of the ship were the oil
fumes were and I believe there is a part of a gangway
stationed over thore they use to put aboard bigper ships.

The purticular bow, I belicve it is setbing over there and
that is the smokiny arca and the fumes werc heave at that
place and it waa eowented on by different people.

18, Q. In comparison of the ship that you was proviously
on and the Chehalis, vhot would would you say in regards to
the safoty regulations that existed on the Clohalis?

A. Well, the safeuy regulations on the Chehalds were about
the same we had obscrved on the 0. . The only thing is.on
the 0 I was on, they usced to turn out sall lipghting exXcopt
brttle circuits and Bhere was no galley fircs beeaute we
ha' oil hurners instead of electric and go there was no
galley fires en there and vhey were the same practicallyfh ?Ec
other thing we had on the AQ was wo used to ripg fogm AL p.n.
to rig them to applicator propertioners 5o e could uoe ver o
tan under similar eircunstance we would be as fouled up just
‘ike we were down here. Vell, we used to put our nozzlod for
ingm right down next to the fuoling station at the sane time
43 wo down hare in the Chehalis.
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29.7 ;. Potter, did you personally notlec any gas on tha
watury :

i, FPersonally I did not look down to the water for gas,
no s8ir, I secn it when they broke the connection, It run
out of the hose, '

. gg. Q. You gre roferring te when the hose was disconnecs=
V]
he Yus sira

4l. 4. Were you preosent when the hoge wes re-conncctoed?

he No sir, I wasn't, When it was conncce.d I was there,
when they tookt it apart and I was there and when they put
it brck together, I wasn't.

C h2e Q. After the hose was disccnnéctud, what wors you
do ing?

hAe T Lelicove at thet time I was hoading for the chief's
quarters end then I come back,

43. (. Yhat time did you return to the opuration?
e I eon't gay what time 1t was,

4h. . When you did turn in, did you notiee the condition
of the fueline connpetion en the doek? '

i Well, 1 recalled the hoses were hooked up, the two
sround wires was hooked up, onc on each hosc, snd the fourtecn
foot applicator was over the station with the water on,

45, (i, Could you tell me or not if the fueling conncctions
wns leaking or not?
L. Wo sir, I could not.

L6. Q. The ten’ v you ware on previously, did they have
trouble with leaks at the beginning of discharpging?
fie Yous sir, at times they did.

47+ Q. Uhat safety precautions did they oko?

A. If oil spilled or gas spilled on the ship they uaed
to ungh down with salt water nnd as Scon as they had finished
hooking, up they'd wash down on the ship, alongside the ship
m.d on the dock with salt water hoses and they would leave
the hosos running to keep any oil or gas which would wash
back alongside the ship washed away and if any nore would
come in on the tide, )

48, Q, Did the same precauticns exist on the Chehinils?
Ao Yey sir,

L9, 0, At the time you and Hr, Kleimworth proceccded to.
the © Division compartment in order to endoavor to obtain
publications, did you notice whathe? or not any one wus daoad
in this compartment? )

PAR A AmEEe. =t e 4 = s e merd s

FETETE Sa IE

-




i

A. Well, I did not go into the compariment itgelf, but
thore was, the sane sickening sweetish smell thura that
day that wag there that nipght. 1 glanged in looking over
into thc corner and it looked like 1t might be a body over
there, but I did net go in becocause the coupartment was
toa hot. You couldu't get inte it ;

R S — "}

50, (. Do you know what was in tanks number 1, 2, &, and 4

e .
A. lo sir. Only from what I have heard but from m own

knowledre I don't know.

Cross-oxaminod by Commander Ramey!

51. G. Do you have any iden what was fueding the firo
out of thosc holes in nunber threc tank? -

A. Vell from the loocks of -it I meant from the way it
flared, it looked like gaseline beeause they knocked the
fire dowvn and you could gee thoesc two 3troams coming oub .
fron tho frame and they had a lot of presuurc on them and
they would hit the hot metal and thuyfd flash and thoy'd et
it hnocked down and the same thing would happen over aud ovuer
apain. I mirht say somcthing that I belicve I didn't nien-
tion and that was nbout the cxplotion, When I came oround
the corner thors to head forward for the sprinkler valve,
there was o man on the catwalk, I secn him crawl and he
dropped down face forward and wo3s yelling for help and that is
whon I hed pone back to ot the hosc and vhat happened to him
vien I came back, 1. den't know, hc was gonc.

Fxamined by the court:

52. 7., Do you know who that was?

A. Ho air, He was a tall and lanky man, could nave baen
falngen or De Loach, eitaur one of them, but o wad o I say
about five feet up the catwalk frem the peop deck and 1 soun
hie erawl in from the tank deck. I just could make him out.
A1l e had on was 2 pair of scivies and when I can back
snd tricd to get him be was not thero.

itoeross—examined by Licutenant Beoalaey, & defondant;

53, . After you first seven this men, did an expli....
oceur bofore you roturned to that area?

A. There was one yes, whero at, I can't say.

Examined by the court:
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54, (. Potter, do you know who rocovered any of the faur
bodies?

A. Chicf Baldwin .comc up right aftor they'd found
Brovier and they'd just found him, but outside of that, that's
the only man I know,

55, Q. Did the Tolovana carry white or Flack?
i." She wes a white tanker, avgas, mogas ~nd dicsol.

56, @, Was it custcmary on the Tolovana to use & fog
apglicator on the conncetion contlnuously aftcr hooking
up?

4. Mot continuously, no alr,

57, Q. Did you noticc where the flame that shot up fioa
number cirht tank comc from?

A. Well, the flame as I seen ig, came right straipght up
from wholc tank tope The lid wps gone or was laid hack,
T didn't know what sot it off, I couldn't say.

58, (4 When did the Chehalis last hold night fire
drill?
A. On this trip coming down sir.

50, Q. Were deficiencics notod at any fire fighting
equipnent?

A. 7Yes sir. The nozzle on the starboard hose that waa
connected alongside number onc gun tub was found to be de-
feotlve and told lir, Craven and OtConnor said thoy had another
ane down below awl he'd have it put on.

60. (., Do you know if thie replaccment actually took
ple ¢a?
4. No sir, I do not,

61, Q. Are you familiar with tha mepns wherchby the
axplosive contents of atmosphere may be determinod?

L. Onc of thz besy meters wsed 1s the Wolf safety lamp.
1 say one of the best methods is using the Wolf safety.
It shows whether you have cxplogsive mixturs, not only of
fumes but of any other deadly ras.

62. (. Mere any of thesc devicos aboard tho Chehalis?
A. That I could noi say SiT, I havo never Bsccw them
mysalfl,

- 63, (. What devices if any wWert emplayed on the Tolovana?
127 You mcan in deternining whether therc wad an sxplosive
mixture.

6, Q. 7That is right. _ _
L. I do not'rccall secing any devices used therc.
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65. 0. Please describe morce clearly the location of the
acuttle there where the ship was flooded. .
A. The scuttle that I put the two fire hoses in sets
directly aft of number four gun tub and I belleve it was
originnlly put on there for passing ammunitlon between the
jackstaff and gun tuk, Right in the declk thero is another
diractly below that leads in Lo the aftaer ateering.

66, 0, What compartment would normally flood as the water
continued to go in the opening of the deck of tne shipt

A. VWater would have Tilled up the &ftor passapgovay
C-105T, as soon as it had got on, let's say, well high
enough to come over the coaming to have fone in to the
after steering and enginecrs stores and then it would have
come up six feet and vould have come out in the passagewiy
£-101T, and from there it could have gone inte the crow's
quarters and CPO quarters and the port uido and if it kept
rising it would have met the water in the engineors compartment.

67. Q. Can you tell the court the source of thosce streams
of pasoline which fud the fire in numbor threce tank?

A. Mo sir, I can't I scen them and where thoy come from .
1 ecould not day, boecause under the eireumstances it could
have been rupturcd bulkhoads and most anything foeding iv,
I couldn't say mysiil.

68, Q. Did it appeer that they werc coming from the
gxransion trunlk?

i. Mo sir, they was coming right out of thoe well deck
1owel, I had a pood viow of it and they were coming right
wven up the mein dock level,

69, L. Gould you clearly identify two streams?

A, ¥os sir, Thers was a big split therc and right aft there
wos a sort of small triangular rupture, as steady as could
be and in faet therce was pressurc behind them.

70, Q. Do you know how long the two stroams continucd to
feud the firg?
&, lio sir, I don't,

Recross-uxanined by Licutenant Boczley, & defeondent:

7. G, Potter, arc you acquainted with the saloly rof-
ulations that are outlined in the ghip's organization book?

A. 1 have read them Captain, bub I read them while 1 was
on the ship, but whether I can reenll thom to memery, I
don't know.

Recrosy=cxamined by Llieutonant ( junior prade) Craven, 2
defendant:

“2. Q. When we were all on the tank deck fiphting the
i, did you have any improssion of theeondition of hanka
viyg and six? _

A, Mo sir, I didn't pay any attention to it. I can't say
tulnide of that onc 1 scen go and I know that wogo empty.

T av't pay a whole lot of attention to them.

- 227 -




et h E s oA Ra o fea. ER -_—

L

1

N

. : |

73. Q. Do you romembor if five and six were still full l
while youm woere there? i
4e Mo sir. ' ;

7. Q. In the testimony regarding the fourtcen foot
applicator wo had over the side, can you distinetly ady
whother it was directly on tho hy® connection wo had on
the dock?

A. Yoo sir, 1t was.

Hone of the partics to the inquiry desired further to
pramine this witncos.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to
pake eny further gtatcment covering anythins relating w
the subject matter of tho inquiry which he tihought should be
a matter of reecord in connection therewith, vhich had not
been fully brought out by the provious questioning.

The witness statod that he had nothing furthor Lo 3aY.
C The witnoss was duly warned apd withdrow.

Phe court then, a t 11:15, a.m., took a reccss until 1:lp
pm. This was dono to allow time for the jude advocate and
the partlos to the procuedings to screen the list of
gurvivers from the U. 5. 5. Chehalis for the purpasu of
detorpining what personncl will not be required as witnussed
and be ovacuated from the U. 5. Haval Station, Tutulile,
Samoa, by air to Foarl Harbor, to rclieve the crowded
1iving conditiony atb the Naval Station,
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The court resnnvonad 6 1122 Del,.

Present: -ali thao nonbera, the Jadne rdvear ta, sl nrslices
tr tho inguirv. -

Tdeur C. Trotsor, chief yeonnn, U. S. Nrvy, antered s
sunartar,

Yo witnasaes not nthaiwlise eonneotat with the inguiry were
srodant. y

A witness orlied by Lho ludge advoente entered, waig duly
syrorn, ¢ nd wes infarned of the subfect netter of tho lnoulry.

Tuennined by the fud, e rdvaerbo!

1. . &Otrte your nrne, rote, :nd present duty atrtion.

4. Robert H, anderann, bontavutin's nete £irss clras, U, L.
lewyy duty stotion, U. 8, Mewd Strtien, Tutullr, aneric:n
HiNOF '

2, 0, Anderson, vherd wero ¥ou rt the tine o the exnlogicn
svon eftor nldnisht on Ogtober 7,0 1949Y
. Tn v hono ot Ourrters 523, rerosa the bry--0RU rran,

3. N, Yhrt did you do Mhen vou henrd the oxnlosinn?

G- T junmed up ond looked eat the windov over towerd the
‘Iushes, snd it nprenred to femnl conld sec it owng tuwe eurln-
iens rlter I ot un,  Seened to be rlrshes Lrek snd £oarth
grosy the ahin, best I could tell. By vife sand twve chlldren
ere wnleky: T wrs srring o gquiet then down nd heat T conld.
+

L. 0, DLa yeuw ;o 9 the gecene of the firae®

e T laft the houge ot onereximbely tue ten. T vrent S0
‘e goene of the firce.

5, . Plense tell the court, in your nwn wiras, fhnt ot b
o1y 6l ok tho firo.

‘fiw Voll, when I rrrived »t the fire, T went down on sho dee’:
nd looked- the siturtion nver end I pont over :né helned tuo

qon an the hose tH ot ves using fonm wharnhureg v s fire

pruorle He wrhs thure plving orders @ nd renbers of the erow
n the deok of the ghipmegonc ur on bl e ot fvr -t gt tha¥ wore
ainp fog cnelientors ondé then I went over nnd Helred then
Sya heregens drana br gk frrther pesy fron the five tonp rad the
rioinity of the reatyline s ahrek down nn the fdool rrery
Lgn ur nfy in helring Thoraburg netreld the Aifferent hoooen
.round thoro--ghowineg than vhere they ghruld »at the wrter,
“eving te keop the Srnorng inforrned ot to wut oy waber on the
"{1n~=te Loew the suryveunding (rer eon)==rnd we went ¢« horrd
v in plonp cbeat belore drvlisht with n chief nrehiniot's nete
.V broweht off farn pronortioner so we hed only Ltwo rorkolle
2601 nozeled for the smell Tonn trnky 6n¢ vo fixed thret and
lended mnye fonnt go we nshed roriilasion to o cborrd, of the
hownrnor, cnd e prontoed permlssion for ua to o rho rd nnd
‘pinge of f the fonn propertioner, which we sot in aner:itlon on
i ook, e were not vary gueeeasfl vith the forn pronoetioner
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wmenlie of She prakets vere foulad ur rneé ve wers Joslng; nrecinua
s{nesm=naroer did ovorote very ne nner-~clong chout I uculd sy

~hout apven in the norning, or net ring derlight, we uvern bhool
bor rd rith the ehief bortawnin'a nnto and another chief nfft
%he shir roé browsght oud tuwo of thega=wthroo of Lhose nochanls
afl fonn hevrers and she rttrchnenta Lo o with then rnd aot those
tn operrtion tnd vo fot nuch bhotter results with the powderod
svng of forn thon ve did vith the 1iquid, rnd nloni; rhout,

['d ary sbout $on ofolock 1n the nerning, we deeided to borrd
she ahly where we could gat Tonn nleving on e the firo rt ¢
wthor loartlon. It seaned 1ike e ghrvad un trere for anlite

. lonp tine but T incpine 1t wes only rhout thirty ninutes, but
I don't Fnevr for sure, but it secned like o dohg »arind of tine
i ne, hut T don't tre ccine 16 wrg, rad then e run cut of

orn : lame cbeut noen bine ond fron then on e tricd @alffaroent
wthods of bringine 1% ander conirol. e welded Lree of those
lone foien fovr rpoliestove togother 4o e ah the ro fran G
ioek, but 1t nelted the und ri.hs off of it qnd &1 6 vrs No
ootl. e hrought um o oorrkoble ol Sruek with throus out o
ke foor end thow-ht ue yonld try th & rid 16 dian't worbh ele
Mor, ao sho deelolon yns ror chod B towe aink it tlerc ot the
oo¥ nnd ¢t slxteen forty five; I peted the tiney they orolend
ha, vnlvan on thers with sledree honners viddeh ve oot Fron
unnly,

6. 0. Vho @4 thet, do vou “pow?

. The ehiet rwohinist's nete rnd the pronn of nan he oehnno
wo a0 vhos rdowlth hing They b ¢ bettle 1o terng nd i
l'nnzn-hm:dm‘ alotiae—sfrenio it ndht ot ofr gwekhioe boaob
4.

7. 0. Those nen Tron the crov of the Chehrlin?

f. Yes, nir. Vhenaver we ho!r Tded the ahis, ve tool nenbers

the ersv vlth nn bestuse no one of uo Fnew the eonstraetion
2 ghe 13 atdes of the shin rno didn't foel Ylike v wnten Sooo
1 o strEpge shin without gnnenne who hmew his vy 1 ronnd.
hera wers severtl thinea Shere et T foarent tht I enn bring
Cek oub. &t Bhe Bine we swung the shitn rure fran the dnel--
heat nine nafe--to cot LG rury whore wa gould Pirht the e

”
1

cnder tra doels=tent rotbting f1craor elo undor Lh doglr fron the

el reder thora-—ni the ehiof bor towrin'a o Se fron L
flohella ond the corinfting officer boo rded yhin op the how
3n0 1 nd ue petlized--sl: oled off the boy line froen the daal:
ng lat thte ghiv suing out and then droansed the roelny ot
g ahdief hovtawsints noto toid e he lef cut Cifteon f'nthoila

~f ghrin. I dan't bnow whether he put @ Stonner nn Hhe chr:in,

sy owhather he get 1t un oon the hridse--1 conldn't BTV

8. 0. Did the ship sink oo ®he pemult of the erreklbnc 7
‘e welven roforred to?

jii. Yeg, olr, nnd ¢ hoao of we oy urs vat in the nfeer hold
o vunin unter into it :

il —




RN W——

9+ CQa Do you knes: the rreroxinrte ting tho ship setilea?

he Vell, I would asy b cleven thirty, she settlod over mm
hor side, So listed hwrd to sterboord #nd went cver on tha
atirhor rd sida.

10, ¢, there @ld the shis sink uith reference to the odes
of tho fuel dock? :

i. Vell, whon it first sank, it wos nerellel to the anelt
ehout L-@ep 1d a: y Tifty font ofT tho Anclk=—about o guertoy
ta alorod on the norning She officers of the boird hrrivad
hare,“ﬁ}iﬂ off the lodie snd went further out,

-, !
" b §7411 vou ;slve She dote of thnt last ngourrenco?
A7 0n the oleventhe=the morning of the eleventh ot RRLE b T
netely ten forty five, '

13, 0. DA it ever cprerr to wou, in the enrlv nheges of the
fire fiphting, th- & the ire wos rhout to be conbninid or
prtinguiahea e

A Tell, T dddn't rrrive thers until vhout tun Fiftesn nr -
Llnter, ¢4 T stoted, but fron then on, fhe anly tine sh & T over
thoupht tht we were —ing to brwve the firve rub sub wes rirht |
befora we run oat of Tecn ot noon.  The Tiroe in tlw nunber \
one brnk--T believe it is the Cilrgt tonk on tho gtopbonrd sida
~—tng nuby thore wesa no Tlnes in tlare, The pobosht sSonl e
the Loorbonrd side there wes twe ruaptares In Ty che riht
1n the wotor wey oxtending about three foot brek un inte the
deok trnk, the nthar ono whys rirht below the center geectlon
whore the o Hnik opea ripht in thoere--twe goarnrs hoe Purtures
e mavtitions of netel in between, tell, ot oone tine, e
md e fire conteined in the nne held nesr the ef twalk--1n
phet one Sonk nnd Blet weas nll the & owny hurning=~on the doel
«f gonruge, T doen't knew whit wna redne on, Inelda the skt T
eruldn't see, but on tho doel rtorne Gine we e h T T
opa noeld T bellaeve,

14, ©. snderscn, hovo you hod any wroavinns axnerioncae or
trrnining in fire Tfightine?

4e b, #wir. TIn oy dutios, T hnye never bean tn fire fichbtins
whenkle "

Croga~exnninet by Lieutont.nt Beezley, defandonb:

1%, ©. 'hen you arplved ot the seone of the Tire, whe wnd
i, hting fire by the cf twalk? _

4e  Mell, oir, T believe it wns tho erew-~I cruldn't aoy fop
ruare buouusa I just notieed o oroun oF nen on thoe ontwnll snAd
sene doun on the noin deck itaelfy T ung srotty busy, i
rddp®t netunily natlee. T Know bhnt sone were ship®s eonerhY
=T don't knrw vmother nnr att.tion nerdonnel or not.

~
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16, 0, During the tine thet the fire fighting woo In aporas
tion fron thae dock-—fren the o twall--did rou notlee ahvy solid
atraons of water hitting the first? '

Ha Moy oy, T didn't hotice L{t. T Lnow tht when T wes firat
en thoe hege, vhen I firat onne up, » renber »f the crew o7 the
shir rilzed if the t wes wnter we waz ruttingg er there, hoonunc
wa were asqulrting it on to the burning mortiecn, snd I 634 Lin
*noY that it wes Torpe-1t wons fonn thet we were using snd I toke
it fron the svidently that he thousht sonuwbhody hed boen
agalrtineg woter on she flanea, bot I 4idn't notlee,

17. @4 Xn towing the bow of the shin olesr sy from the
deol, did thnt sllnfinote the fire eleonpaide ond ander tha doelk?

Ae WVell, we pot tho flire out, but nll during the afttern ong.
heconae of whet T shilnl, boonuse tha ceront vas hot sid fares
under there,; on ogondion ve wvonld pet o flarebock and in thet
evanlng evan, whan the shilr sunlk, we were poattinge fira ungaer the
doek nnd ocengionnl flurebuelis tron the furtea bedng henel
und er there rnd Fobting a nwrrk,

18, 6. At she tine the ahip wes moved elorr of the dnel, eid
1t ovmesr that fhe f'ire was under enntrol in the vell 2ack”

S Well, T dehtt considar nyself sn nushority on shethor it
vagandsr control or het, I den't bnow, T contt gy,

ighexnnined by the judre rdvocrto:

19. ©. A wou rosiast in remasings oy hadlens n the vieinl e
1" the Chehalia%

He Wo, sir, The only »ortlen of ong of the bhodles thrt wuna
foard owdle I wes slears wes one ol the nonts foot wiea Sound on
the doak aone tios during the nornineg ongrotisca theree-Un
Mrat peroninge. It uss ofter dowlipht whon ther found 1o gl: g
rrg of one of the nen on the dock--the ono thed vea presuned
the gemynay vetoh wes ventinguen fortv-five aabhilestiome tic
nlutoly Tt wos bupned and hedé ¢ ochin in 1%, but the elin wegs
ALy

204 04 Do vou Enoyt ube weg enprped in the resovery of the
Ledles there?
sy Mo, oir, T don't linow.

ExtiMinegd he the onurdd

21¢ T4 ''rs the bow linec o nenile line? . :

Ae o Well, we b0 nenlls one oo owire 1ine bothi The &t rivendng
we vrijpped o wire throupgh the snchori-the erovn of thw rhchores
rg vieeed three tun guerter inches wires hectuse ve tiontt koot
“% gl t ting vhebher we wno roinge S0 suine It oub or le ve the
dosl, no ve rigghd the tuo vires os ¢ rreenutlomw ry nenoures _
g relonsed the wWires saltogether and swungg 1t out vith the neniln
whtuge the wlre wos tos short Lo be hvndled, pnd 1ot 16 awinge
vyt from the dook.
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dZogrosa-exonined by Lieutenrnt Beoezley, drfendrnt:

22 0, Vea this vire »ut on ofter the fire atnrted?
- I, Yoz, sir.

I"one o the wrrties to the inguiry desired Turther o exanlno
this witnoss, ;

The eonrt infornod the witnesas thet he whyg relvilose 4. -0
any further stotenent coverlng nanvehing rel: ting: to the andvet
nettor of the inouiry which he thousht showld be o anther of

record in conncction therewith, which hrd not haen fully braunht
oual by the nrevious onestinning

The sfltness fr de the follewlng: stntenent:

Vell, there i35 only one Lhine thet T eould sea. I dldn't sce
the erov uslng: oy forn equivnent obhonrd shily rnd I couldntt
understnnd vvhvy thay hedn't, I nn not soving they didn't use
eny—w=I Just didn*t gee npyr, ond the equirnent thet wa bhrousht
off the ahlp woo atill in the leckers snd In thelr resular nlreq
wné the fonn rronortioner vns In 2ts oliee dovn in hatveen
deeka, snd the mechenienl honeers vere an An thoe loeler rn the
tfter bulkhord T bellicve It Ig, wnd thet ls chout 211 T deve
Lo nnv.

™o owitnosy wns duly werned snd withdrevs,
Ao vitnosg cnlloed by the ludie fdvoente onberad, wea daly
svworn, ond wes ndorned of the subfesct e tter of She Inesuiry,

YVernridned by the fudee odvoente:

1. 0. 8% te your nnme, roto, nnd eroegent dnty gt Yisn,
de Milnn, Loo, ohiof hortownints nete, ewel St 70,

2. M. Tutulils, 5 ner?
Ao Tutulle, Sunoo.
L]

3, . lhere veroe you ot the ti o tho explogion AOoUT o
“bod v the Chohslfiy on Ooteber 7, 19497 )

A. The Tirat oxplegion, I waz horw in bed, ¢ nd the scceond
axrlosion or third, I ves dovm ot the oil doclk, corroxdne talr
watwoen five rnd ton ninates—-lone oneupht for re to get dovn
there nfter T honrd tho firat explodion.

-

L, . Tlerss tull the court, in your oun vords whot rou ay
ahon vou redched the seens of the Tire on the oll docks

he Tha First thir: T d4d dowvn therae wes et on the hooe thet
wig squirting weter on the nil shigk whers they koar the hosa
T wns on there T would sey five ninates before I ot run off hy
9.8 of the aops--he run oo of € rnd not ne over thero runninre
b4l drung eut--o7 gesoline drunn thrt were on the Joel o f
sie ting, Vo rolled those out nnd ofter thatv I wvent e s
ro% on nonather hoso 6nd T steved oo thet hose swhile rnd 1t
riptured pnd finother scetion of hone Lrowesht un, nd from
tins op 1t wes just ono hosaae risht sfter npothor T ownd on,
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54 . Vould you curce to continue with wvour nerrntion of
Juat whnt wou 41d npd sow in thot vielnity? Vere you with
anderson and Thernburg 1n the fire fighting? : .

Ae Yoo, sir. Vo geened to be the thrao thot swiere rora of lass
taling the lead==np one clse around thore scorted to chre u-
without ssking us prdors, +nd I'd #o cheud tnd ot eny infornr-
tion thnt I could fron sthe Geptnin of the Yard nr the Governor
or Connender Snlth, or rnyhody thet T ocould sde to help out,
rnd T aid tho bBost I could 1n tryineg to keer the wnter direoted
on vhore 1t would do bthe nost pood. Then, vhen we hroke out
the forn £mnl sant 3one ren abonrd o got the ones thot hed
rowdored foan, snd pot those hooked upn ond run out of form
threes differont tires ond hed o ro sbn.yd sthe shin nnd met
whit focf vie could pat nnd pot forn fron the the PC ond whut Ohwely
hrd and what the fire asctlon hed and we aused rll thr s ap rnd
the only thing left to do then wos kuop the witer rnd Keop the
firo %1 tho olosest vininity &s nessible, We sonk throe $wolves
foot appllestors fron ceress the bry end welded then torotior to
rnelin one long seplientor to roich out Lo the aship ond got 16
out thors ond it weso there aprroximntely throeo or four nlnutes
rnd the end nalted of'f of 1t, -

6. Q. Tow long 41d vou continne with fire firhtine.
che T laft thot nipht--~the nieht ofter It hronened--olevon
thirtyr vhon T left the scene of the fire--eleven thirty or

durrter to twelve., It hepponsd on Thursder night.-Fridey norning
Jond L Teft the naxt nipght ceoroxiprtely tventr-tuvo wnd o b L%

or twenti-three hours.

7. 0. Thet wes the econdition of the Chehnlis % the tine you
left sho nron of the fael doek?

fie Sho wen undor the wotor with the excortion of Jwr T,
There wea perk of it rnort gside of her bow stickling rab of fle
uahar.

8., Q. Do you lnou whit crused the sinking of the ahip?

4. V'8ll, the sen eocka were oncned rhout sonevhore nround
five otclock 1nd she nettled down quite eueys ond she fiwlly
gult settling, snd wa ot pinng cnd put tuo hanan down (4 Lhe
atopn nnd aterted to pub the water in cbout the storn TSR
one punp and the b 1s ny estinctlon vhes rode hoer (Go.

9. 0. You any five o'clock. You nenn five o'clock in tho
rttarnonn?
e srnund peventeen hundred.

10. 0. ©Of Ooctpbor aevanth?
&e I think it wes saven.

' d 1t aver rwneer Lo vou, Chief, thrt the fire wny
Phnﬁt tg.benéxtinguishuﬁ in the aorly atepen of the fire fiphtinge?
4. Onea or tulce X thoutht mayhe it nipght bo, ond bh?n nfEuE

I ot to thinking swhile cud w.otehing it loter on, I don't thinlt

wn evoer W4 it vhers 1t oould bho foturlly nxtignuiahuﬂ:—n?
aquipnent to put 1t out, snd-found out later thrt the n%uﬁul
ol=-iubo plle~hnd oprung o lonk forvwnrd £l wna runninge dovn
1mte this ono benk they had full of water.
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12, N How did thnt inferrd tlon oone to vou?
ia  Potter, chiof bortowsin®s rete from there, Ho went i
forwerd on the port side onee~-1 don't renenher rhout whrt o
tine 16 wes, bup 1t was aone tine daring thet Ay, opco b i !
book ond wnn telling he shout it. -
4

13, . N14 vou sasist in the yYecovery of rny botdles in tho
vioinlty of &the fuel dock?

Ha Po, air, Y didn't ogsist. T wes, ary, withln flve :
fout of mne of then., 4 oounla of nolisenon nickon hin up @ nd :
errriod hin out--~theroe wan n couplo of then lnying there nnf
they niclied then un rnpd oorried then out, o the phrrmnolst's
netes corlw slong cbput thet tine ond nlcked up thoe other tuwo !
vhioch vere closer to the ship, ’

14, 0. Tiwow whe the pherneclst's nntos waro?
fie Vo, alr, T aouldn®™t suy.

15, Q. Fron the ship or newal atotlen? .
Ao They was fron the noyel statlon. ' "

15, 0. Vere gou pras.nt when the trorty=fivo ves fornd on the
fuel doek nron?

S Visher, first closs gunner's nnte, vrs tha one Sl 6
ahowed 14 to noe.

17, 7. Iz ha fron the shlp or the strtlen?
Ae  Uinwnl 8t tlon. He hra tha oronry,

18, (s Vo the Torty-five Ldentified?

A. Vall, T esked hin 47 tlirt wes the one off v 000 . :
he wna eolne to todio 1t up to the crmory, snd he s ld 18w s e
ona thoy found. I usked hinr if he wia palne 6 pet the nunbor
of'f of 1t nnd he snid yon.

Crosn=oienined b Lloutonent Boeeley, dalendrnts

{
1
!

19, Q. In rour nroviond testinony, you testified St tirleo
you thoupht 16 weggihle th:t tho fire nlpht be nat ont. Mo
Inrpe rnonronc dld thins fire gover o6 th t tinae?

A. The trnk thrnt wna repbured--the deck wes soing o oowor .
on tha degk. In thet one nirre there in r snoll hole In the T
4eaks dovn on the storbeord gide, I Torget the nuriber,. nnd ve
wera on the of tvclk vith farn o6 et tine T would sry srraxie
# tely ten-Tfoot saw e, and the £1lrnes were conln ok pira bty
horwy in this onc hole.

#¢, 0, Vhot experience hrye you hd, Chiet’, in irbiing SRR LN

as T have hod vory littio experdenct in o, soline-cll Tivve
—-=n fou sround huildings ond gonethinglike the t, end @ ocourl.
of gnuil firos sbored ship. .

21, . Tver beon to s fire fighterst schooal®
ne T started onso ond fob about two end s helf hours rog
and to lewva, :




22, 0. Wlhen you eryrived a4 the shin wes thero enyone £ipghting
fire on the ontwalk? -

He T oouldnt't =z v for surce yhother 1t wes or nnt, there uns
80 nuch confusion nround there =t th' t tline. T dldn't notice
the ship so nuch £2 va were trving to pgct the firo out In thy
shr ol wvhere the hosces wera,

23, (. ‘s tho firs on this sheek, ns you cell 1t, rbloze
prior to the oxplosion thet vou witnassed?
f. Tt wns ofire. The flrmes aecned to be 0l! over,

24, 0. iThero wero you rt whon the two explosions vou referred
tn ngeurrod?

A I ung betwpen the rnrin rocd there end the oil »ler--tbout
hrlf wny between the oil rler rnd the rord, abd over nlnnat tn
the piler whon the third ene I heard hoppenced. :

L]

a5, 0, Vhen the third explosion ceeurraed, whrt hrrvconoed?

fe Yell, T couldn't soy tor sure. I was husy wlth theac n{l
Apung-wnisoline qrumm--trying te met then out of the way. 1y
brek wns to the ahip Wen I heard 1t.

26, 0. I[Dow frr were the peaoline drums fian tho fugl nler®
Mense Lndierte on the droulng there nn the balbherd the
loecr tion.

He  hey were nll scrttersd out in this ores ripht in hure
~enll in this s-en ripght clond in here--richt in this rred,
{in:7e: tinp) ond endte o few nore in thereg

27. 0O« sbout where were rou ot this tine?
Ae T uno just rhout right in here ot thils tine {indiernbing)
noorly botyeen the shed one the scnont.

2, €, linr) thet anat "Ml'.
The wisnoesy cornlled.

29, G. On the ssernd sxnlosion, whot hrnrencd?

Ai. Dn the goannd explosion, nbout 1l T oonl’ deternine
ves T anw 0 bie flesh of flare sheot up und I shink twe Scronna
«4I'r not suros=run right over the top of ne chout thot tine
rutting out of the woy. y

304 0. Vhan yeu errived ot the nler, whrt wis the cnnpdftifon
of tha o1l nler?

As Mall) the conter yrt of the nier geened So be #11 boom
up==uouned 1ike it wng buckled. I aidn't see the costern ond
of ths pier for in the first pleco T hed to yro annroxinntely
w thn canter of the picr. I didntt know who wes slving-erders
mn enrthing--T wes using ny oun judooent whet to dn,

31. 0. U0 you kroo whether ony rurther deneso wag fane vhon
tho third sxplosi-on occurrod?

Ao Thot T eouldn't nry.




tbandoning anipy T think then the fire trucks eone Covn ool
they storted dews nnd I helped then ripg up hores and T vient
rbrard with & fellow by the urne of Fox, nnd there wig jndersnn,
pharrielat®s mnto, :

2¢ Q. 4ro they froo the Stetion?
/e Yes, sir. I romorber kind of cnother blest which 1s all
ﬁ rencnber until T woke up; T wea fn silekbry, wrs all T renens
ur,

3, Q. How long were vou sbeard befrre ths last axplosing
crmo alonge?

As T wen nboerd there for about on hour mnd FAfsy=-five -
ninutes i ter.

he 0. Vot tetivity tre vou ritnchad to?
Ae T rn sttrched to the bns t shed.

5, €. U, 8. Huvid Stotion, Putulle, Semos?
™ -Ye'.';l, sir,

fa M. Care he wnnlify pour testirmpy &3 6 on0n . T
then you wunt abonsrd shin?

Ao The first thine I aid. T went ¢nvm in Bhe crow's cornarb-
vqont down there snd vidied up hnsas rnd tricd %o (et the P=500
omormency mien fron the ness hell end tried to store it.
tnen't no ges in lt. Uouldn't atsrt, S0, Lhe hee ¢ thrt v
st 1 : hooked up te this here fire nnin fron the onsine
vl buk conldn't got nowery blp stronn of whler coning ~ut
t 011, T lnsplne rbout twenty-flvs or thirty rounds nrogssurae
weg sbout 11 we eruld mot on the hoso. 411 T knews, nive
“nathor blrgt rnd I don't rerernber no nore.  Yhen I wokg up
T wrn In sickboys Thet 1a 31 T rehunber.

7. 0. Souw ony of the ship's officers whtile In the vicinltr
1 tho ship?

Ae Mo, sir., The only officer T gcen wes the Comtedin 1
ndliove it waa, strnding en the dook pver hy the Orficors!
fluby Tha only oncg thet T sech thot cone doymn thorg--I seen
gene of the erow switming nreand in Ghe BrYa '

#. 0, Nid vou coppre In fire firbtine wfter thot tine?.
fe Yo, air, I helped the FLw bring un the hose uwhben Sne
Tirg ossurred ond sterted nunplng.

9, 0. Cone brck out of the glokban?
A Yo, atr, T 4ldn™t eono out unbil Sriurdey nornlni.

frosg-exrnined by Licuten nt Boezley, defondint:

10, ¢, How long Fig i inke vou B0 re . ab the veocne of the
ra? -
Ay dbout -three ninutus.
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1l. G. Dld-you po rborrd imncdintely?

de Ho, agir, I didn't, I pot down there nned these trueks
hnd forpotten « oouple of sectlons of thulr hose thrt they
hnd Meent to %nke ¢ suetion on the runp, so we hed 0 0 boek:
to tho Cire house &0 et Shen rne we cnme brel down roe ve
huoked up the firc hose, +nd thet 15 when we sunt obhor rd.

12, 0. Viere were yow when the saennd hlost oceurrcd?
ds T ung Cown In the front of the palley of thoe sickbay:
I vain coning down to et cone tsapiring for my hordnoht.

13. Q.- Erd you boen nborrd before thils time?
Ad No, alr, I hrvents.

e Q. You stnted veu gnv the corrw-nding offieccr of tle
ship nesr the officerts olubs How was the conmnundlng officer
dredsod .

ié &f T repopber; I think he wes in his nishtoown--1 thiepk
thet s whet he hnd on~-I'm hot for swe. T think ho hnd on
neir of nefanno,

15« G 4 puir of prinmon,  aboudt whet Gino wag this?
A" T couldn't say. T don't oulte remunbedy I vws an
nervous rnd I was secred, T don't gulte renonboer,

16. ©. 4t the tine you hrd asen the ecormondinig offiecr,
hed you beren abo rd provioas to th &7

fte  Yos, I hnd been, s I went off the ship., I hrd hegn on
thore nnd T stant off o in,

Crngg=exsininad by Lieutenunt {Junier priece) Crovon, Aofendrpyi

17 )« Hevo you geen ne before, Horeficla?
#e Mot sinee I hoen down in the siekbay here. Flrat tine T
ot Yous

18, s Yo don't reenll sooing ne hefore the siclhbay?

A. Vell, up on the ontualk of the shipe<I'n not too aure it
wna vou or not,but there wns cnother fellow in the boek of -
-~in the front of me--n 1litle short fellow,

12, G. Tid you nnn any fire fightine equivrent on hoord the
Chonalis whils you ware therae?
e Yao, oir, T ¢4d.- o

20,4 Qa Dlﬁ you Man ony couiprent out around the & nr' fook
or cotuwnlk while you wore nhoned?

s I vina nretty close to the offlesrs' querters. T had
hose up thore. -

21. 0. Vore you ot any time on the expansion trunk? By wky
of explenntion, that 1ls the wery short deck nbove tha nain dec .
fs T wey there vhen T opepad the hateh when. the florebach

atfne onte-I don't lnew just whet you eell 1t,
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22, G, Nueeive zpy dpjurics in youwr fire fipht.n;, chocra
sulp? '
ite  hinor burns.

23, G. Do you runmcober how you ot thoen?
e lo, sir, all I remember was o flarcbocks 1 opencd

thin AooX—mtliis Ly tehew0n this shi; p--the  Fflorchoek wian T oopoencd
it. '

24a Q. Do you ronerbur scediny, ooy ouen on tho tonlk deek Iovel
of the ship ditsclf vhile you were fighting the [ire?
Ay o, sir, I don't.

Regxamined by the judse odvoente:

25, [, Du_l you. Ob_;(,lVL Wi eondition of the fual doek smen
you, firstroorrived in"thit croc?
hoa i.TO, 311" I d_ld'lf'l t-.

26, Q. Darficld, thich hoteh did you open?

na I think it 1cd inte the oificurs' quorters. 1 ot rot
surgs=] hawe nover been sherrd o touker bub once in oy vholu
lif¢, The heteh led vizht of . the woll deck stoarting over on
this other 1liitle plotfozm thoat is wlere 1 opencd up.

27, ¢, Is this betch on the Dorvewrd part ol Lhe tonlk deek?
ne 16 was the aftur port, sir, rirmt where the deel bloew
un=~thc altor part there--the hctehos lod in towerd thoe Lridpe,

A8, ., rThe after port of tro Jorvard duecl liousel
ne  Yes, sir.

20, ‘., In thit corroct?
s The ofter nord of the ship thurce-unlldng bock frow the
bwoi7 towerd thoe ghaorn.

30. Qi will you indicatic with . cirele on tie ¢ rb oon the
Lullhond, merking it "B1Y, the locaotion o the b-tein bout
which you have tostificd?

The witness conwlicd,

31. e lcs the hoieh which you owm,d & horizontol h-tch
or o verticnl hotch?

Ae  Hore of just o dooruny h teh—-leods tow rd the bridro I
ragss fron the sone level os the o tunli

Roerogs~oxemined by Licutennnt Duozluy, deioendent:

32, @, rRid you ot this hotehopin?
se Yos, sir, ¥ kicked it opcen,
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33, (., Ut wes the objeet of opuning this door?

A. Someoné told me to opun it, I don't remonber vho told
nc o open it,  Someonc stonding in Lock orf w told 1o Lo onen
thet e tche-the Tellow in boek of me--snd I acked hin to hold
the water on me and I opencd the betch, iud nobody cver did put
thoe woter on that door I oponed. Thot is vhen I went to sick~
biy, The fire shot out there (nd lind of Lurned g,

The judge adveccte did not desire to recxomine this witness.

LDone of the portics to the inquiry desived, furhter to cxoawine
this witnuss.

The court indormed tlhe witness $het he wos privilepod Lo ke
any further stotouent coviring anytaing reloting to the subjuct
mottur of Lhe inquiry which ho-thoupht should bo o w.tter of‘
recorrd in eonncetion thciewitl, wivdicl hod tot Lo n fally brourhw
out. by vl wrovious questioning, '

The witness stated thot hoe hed nething further to soy.
The wvitness wvas duly wvorned and vikthdror,

A witncss enlled by the judge advocnte uvntored, vien duly
sorn, snd was iviorred of the subjoct mat.or of tthe inguiry,

Lxamined by the Judne rdvocrte:

1. Qe Stobe your nome, rotoe, ond proso stotiond
A. DOuorre H. anderson, phormocist's mote vhird elans; 1 ouork
at the medierl astoreroom, Tutuiln,

2. G. I3 thot ot the U, 5o Dowel 86 tdon, Tubwils, .aericon
Jomoa? . : - R
we Uo 5. Haw 1 Stetion, Tutuils, amerdicon Gomon, yud, 0AT.

1, G, Ulore were you, andergen, ot the e ol i FArsu
vxnlesion? In or in the vacinity of the shin Chohalis?

. I was coming ciound thoe end rijglit across Iron wlie nill
doele thore. ‘The turt is ris=bt there by the il dogk, ri ot
off vhery blhcy stort the mos teuck,

be 0. low for is thot from where toc Chehelis wes ticd un
shothe tine?

ie Urom just thu rord te the docks I guess Jeont an huadyoed
rords, nundrod and Jifty yords, soncthing like th ta

5, G, Whot wos the Pirst wnusw l cvent thot you nocleud?

ie Mell, T wes coming around in thc Joup. I just %ing of
soen o flesh ond it wer off to wy right end I heard vhe uolse
nd swerved the jeep, md I looked over pnd I geen the Db
coting, up, oo I poarked the joep right in front of the dispunusiey
@ rin in the dispensary ond grebbed the first aid lds ond
vellod to the men somebhang hoppoencd over oi the dock~~s fire
«=tnd yirht ofter thot I weng dirccet to tho dack. .

w2hle
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6. Gy Tell the court in your own words just vhot you did
and an, Sneslz up so the court ean hear youa

As  1icll, when I first arrived, the men were coming ofl the
frnbril of the ship into the waterd Jtoer we ov nost of tho
men coming ofr the ship, I wont sround fto tho side ~nd I et
this officer here {indiecting) nd Chicf Heintamone-

7. (. {intcrrupting) You roefuer to lar, Croven who is heru
» in thu courtroonm ot this time?

Le Yoa, sir. and thoy wero Lolking shout poing Dok cbo o
the ship to rot the ~ftor hoses working cna (ot the tirce fron
ot the ghip, so & told them I would lilka to zo cbo. rd with tlion
to loolk obout to see AT Any men loft boord the ship opd do
whet 1 could =bo-rd ship. Heintzmen told me he souldn't moke

Tl oo nboerd--If 1 owantud to pgo nboaid I coulde-so L voluntoured
and vent cboord with tie odficur, Lr. Craven. lunt cboord

Aftur L. Craven.ond Chicl Soctsucint's Lot Pottoer, followin:
then up the line ond aien we got up forvmwrd, thoy Look thic

arfter Fire hosc up to the pun tub overlooking, the oll duglc LN
thuy stortoed fighting Circe from there. I stoyed up therc ond
elied oot Kisbt the five for o ovory short tins thd I ouent
dircetly bolow docls into the crew's compartmonts, tac chivits
quarters, Mell, the vime I uent bulow docks, Jackson, 2 nvn

off thoe ship, eane up and he took n leck @ yound ulth rw ond ve
vent dotm to the ercw's cu:rboer ond vent to ik ehiuds's quirter
~nd na far as e eould po cbo rd the ship-—and no e oodosw, or
we gouldn't soo thet snybody could be triopped dovn taelr.,

co eone bock up ond started helping fight the fire oooin, vhen
VO conb up tlere wore Lere len che rd oship by then, They Ln
sht sonw more hoscs upe  They storkGd moing oub on Lho estunldlk,
I helpud carry fomi up to thi ectuello mnd I wre coning up onwg
trip omd-lasy Croven wes oringing - hose Lroi the sort alde of

ti - ship, ond Cox wns thuere then, Fox, frou-tie Level 56 tion,
Fox, vho is o phormcelst's wote sceond clonsy vy cborrd thon
andl . teol Bhe hose up on the eotunlk cnd ve st rtod Tiscoliug
the fire up thore ond the fonm up on the ¢y Llie—ue vns using
Fornl rad T went beek to pet sone more feom and I [IERVITERTA VIR
mounle of buckets of fomm wp uc I wnt cround to the pore smide
. S khe ship as-an oot quite o UWly of giolke over thoer ond ol

i wen over thery w s courhing--I took him over to th. gide rua rotb
Nin arf thi sidu of the ship ond told thcw to tolke lun to Lo,
Jigpepgary. Uhen 1ot baek up, thoy hod broken ond Soie snrny
nozulug==fos npalicrturs abd wore pubbiiy thom o tie hoses o nd

e —— ———

170 Croven ves vellis,-down to the doci Yo% Lo utu A ALENGI AR

ol w-tur into th. firc, but bo turnm of a  spray ints th. fitr..
Ho kept yolling but he couldn't pot anybody's nttuntion, Lut G
wan someonc Ioknotr down on the docke-l dontt remenlbcr how just
acetly who it v se-l belicve it wes bovis vne works up in the
Coptoin of the Yerad's office—-I yelled o ainoind pot his
; ~ttintion rnd aslked hiom toe hove the en turn on thie spray 92 Tilc
: sot une soray working, Tha I took o osneny nozzle doym Ingd il

oil dechs itself, to the othor oliiger,

+
| 8y .0 linterrupting) lag Duczley? s .

; e Vo, he 1s nou in th. courtroot:, sir, This othur piticer
b we vont - dovn g ho tool o ospre.y nozale andt ot »osproy noszle
_f worldng, .nd L.y, Qrovon vaes down in the oil declt and this other
I
|
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oifiecr snd nysclf s~nd o fow othors werc risht noxt Lo tic
Fire putting tlie sproy doum over thie ilre cnd @11 of o sudden
n aterdy atream of weter hit into the fire and it ltind of

blew up-=ficred ups ¥, Croven told e o ot brek ouny, Do

T ent bock furthor on the hose (nd L, Craven took over the
Tront of thoe hose ond wont dircetly into sthe fire mnd from
ihere T belicve 1 went back up on thoe fontadl, rnd sent doun
from the ship ~né r stud myhile thon went snd worked on th
dock for ~hwut the rest of the time I was ab the ship, ond then
I wns over to the dissengiey ond turied in oy rocic,

g, 0. Vhst tine wes Bhat?
a. T o't koow sir, I didn't Koeo) ony crcel ol Ll ol 1,

10. L. .nderson, ddd you cosist in roeeavering ny boddes din

the vieinity of the ship Chuhalis? - ‘

we uwell, vwn Toeopn off for oorest, sir, I s stonding quite

srcys back srvom the ship therd snet ore of the ghicfs from tho
sir st tdon collicd e over cat Lo WL Gadin eld hngeeno rin
o iutestinels and stomach--ond guite o Do neople oty naing

~yound lookin; -+ It, ‘ud L Hut it in o slivet, ond sent it wver

{u the disponsery--th .t is G unly vameins I unv.

11. Ga  Lure you prosoab whiin oo DbPty=iive ws Soued i
woeintty of the fudl dock? ’
e o, sir, I ws not. T wng told »baut ol bt iler,

Crogs-oxnmisz, & by Idcubonant Doeczley, defendant.:

12, G. Duwrin: the tanme bthet you werv cosisting in fird
Pienbing oo rd shin, did 1L oppuor thot the Jive s eloor
econtnl ond loc~lizoc in onu spot?

Ao Yus, sir, it did, Lhin we wer. Goimoon Bine ail o doet omun
the apray it looked like the five wes Locolizud,

C13, e b this B, Y nich of on T s covered bee thu
Tlnes? .
A, Uell, the only flemes T g were the ones 1owas loskung
=t direcetlr in iront of ne. T didn't 1ol croowd ot ol to

‘sou the firce-I juet looked :ne it Toolkud 1ike tho decl had just

been ripped up by on uxplasion, ud the only Ylines 1 seun
At thet time were the flomen dircetly iu front of e 1.7
comiLs, Wp throush the toru ducka

14, (1, Hiow lorge oo ores WU cuLs? . ‘

1 ' . . 3 - T .
e’ I would soy cboal 51X squire--:bout oo bip rs the desi
Lhure 4 :

154 fie ubout s bipg s the desk? -
as  Yug, 8ir.

el
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Etecx;tmim,d By bhe Judpe sdvocoto:

0 16. G Were vou Iooking toverd el ship
rirat explosion occurred?

" I.o, sir, I wasnlta X Gnd just mede thot ttu‘n i B xooed
Lunle=—just ¢ ik oround e turn By Lrs Lilliins 'otherc--just
burere you nmkc Lub Lurn ;ur the dispens. ry--I wos just comdli,

round there, sire ¥ Spiss L owes cbount thirty Toct fron the
curvo wvhen it lupaened.

oo Lime o

17, e Wb wos the dvsi thing
tion to the ship?
e The florve van the favst Coing: th ¢ oubrreined 1y

1L ottr o etod your stbton-
Stiwenbion,

e ol £he port: oo to U wngedry deoared Surther to exenine
Lhis witneon, - ;

Tan eourt inLuoricd oo wibnoess Gl o e \1J1.'] 11-‘::[ Loy
Sy durther ot boent covering bl vel wla ows o ':. 0
motboy of the incuiry vhieh e thow it sloalsd o oo 1;.'1;';;:,1' 2
rocard in conncetilon whaoveriily, vhich D¢ ok booil sully
e e ovt ey w0 sweelows atoghod oo,

Py e
[T ]

The wvitness stoated thet he had nothing furthur o sny,

The witiwess s dudy unrned ol v Bidiad,
~ witness o llod by the judso cdweesto atorad, v oy
suorn, nc wes inforined of tho gaogoch Lo boer o Ll i hiny,

nxemined Wy tli, jud; e savocato:

1, . Ut.be your nome, Fﬂtu, o nrese bt tiun.,

we  Blrer loren 1-‘0:{, I on oo lwspltoluen seeonc elaas, 1o
stofioned ov thoe Uls. Uovel Dispoensory, Tutwils, bGoawo,

e fia Vhereanore you ob the wlmoe- oD the oxplusion In Lo
vicinity oi the Chenolis on Qdekobor F, 710457

ne  Evmn un cb e vl Dispoencory caloop vhen the czclasion
Pt off. :

3o e chere you camlienod Ber thi cxplosion?
we Voo, I mns.

e . It did you do thon?

oa NE1), wo a1l went out to sol vhiob oo soing on Lo,
Jut ‘then there woas o big biost ond o Lot fire, Bidn't Lrnoar
AUt wnn r‘.'-ﬂ'i.r alfewyticther we wers budng ottoelicd or note--
IO B UL P e WL, ren bocioan i aLoour poor on oand
Iight vl Tire bt vosh ¥ we hnots lhm miter VG ot therc,
o ship vos burning oné the dock wi s olire, .r( inns L.(‘J. L\.;l'_‘,"
ihur, i milding voeru nu., ic Lor coll i Ly, rod LR
mnndns, hoses on wh duca 1o ove tirst of 010 .atarted ml hn
the drined ¢ o) ooy Do bhe deck, patting phei to s Lty
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 zone nnd then we ell helped nen the hoses ard innadintely

sfter this T went sborrd ship end ve started fighting the fire
in the forwrid tank deck=-vaa up on the ottwalk, treing to nut
foen on the blaze thst wua conlnp out cf 4the tank snd ve hed
fairly well nput it out when sonehody thraw a neds of

webter 1n there snd then n bipx gush of firs went off umeln nnd
T vas talion beek dovn So the HuvelDlapenotry¥e

5, f, Yhile you were there, engared 1n fira fighting, dld
you sdr pno reéecofinza ony of the whin's offloera? Iir. Toazlar
here in court, or lir. Oraven?

ie I racopgnized lir, Craven. Ia won on the bridoe there
trring to fix this hone ené was srving to dorew on snother
nart., I uni not Frrdlisy v th these boses snd he ey trving
to get thils one fixed,unnd waa fipnting B push of wrter &b
ths spre tire, snd hrd quita a blt of tronhle Aolne Ho.

6., 0, avrroxinstely how 1ong after the firnt hlest wa it
vhen you areived in the cctupl dock erent ' '

A. It couldn't heve heen over n rethor o dast oo for ninoked,
T wouldn't sy how long. T den't hewve onv fden, but ue ot
up there feirly fvat,

7. €, Tid vou obhsarve the eondltion »f thoe fuel docks uhen
you first crrived?

fA. Toa, oir, I did, At the feop apd Lhere shout Ghe o eenter
hy tha arums wis hurn’ne protty gevaraly therq tnd ther erlled a
off over there-~those tht t eould be annrege-to roll those drang
brak to n safety zone, The aheds vere nivire.

A. 0. 168 the surfree of the Tual dock rapbured a6 thot
tinn"

. Yas, olr, 1t van.

g. n. fny.explosion ocour sfter vou resched the secny of
tha tira?
L. o, ailr, T don't beliaeve stape wha b 6 I eap rononter,

Croza~cxonlned by Llsutenant Reazler, defendrnt:

10, 0. In rouwr testinonr .t the Tira omnerrod Lo he undor
arpippl, ko Ifrpo ohonran wen coverad hy flanea?

4. I woa speaking rerely of the shin, T trin', ot the Line
tn ay oun peraonsl oninlon, I think the shir could howve baen
anvad ut ons tlme., Thet ung vhen thoy wore putbing the forn
en this kenk of Tuel ther hnd dovmn thers. An T oatoted hetore,
1t yng fricle vell cuverad untll sonehady shnt ¢ YHlrat of wter
in there.

1. 0, Fou loypo s this Lren”
4. T aon't helieve Lt ves so very lurgo,

=24 5=




2h. 0. On the ' : '
A U0, alv, e vledtrionl cubles throuphout the shin?

234 Qu  low long hud rou hgan ab
. 1 hud owrd the ¢ a7
&pproxinntcly 3oran nontha, ¢ Chehalls?

26e Gu 0% whet tine ald rON aevaous
Ay That tine I do not nov, air,
clock, or notlee vwhut tii s it wes

27 i Thet botteries vere on ohe.ren?
4o I hed diesel Tire nunpa,

te the enpneroun?
Lever hothercd %o loor ok

28; Q4 How nnny botterics are in the butiery Inutal i
er the- diesel fire nunp? v insbeliasion

. Toup,

29, Q. Hew nany cella? _
4¢ Thred cells In erch botteries--foir huttering.

36 0. How lony; hod these batterlss heen on aharre’
fis  Blnco I mut them on cherge in tre crening ylpht ntep T
ta ehe#w--hofore T retired.

3l: e Vhuat chorging rote ung usodt
he BSir, I don't lneow definitely, bub I would sav 14 wiy
0t over alx to elght enpa,

32, Qs DIA you teke battery reor dings befora seourine the
nttery choarre.

As Mo, sir. T sgoured ny batberlies for thut avaning, sgo
“eould po down tnd fnie over tho wateh, althourh I YRov thet
er yora not up fallx ehereed,

33. Q. How 414 you doternine thet they were not fulle
anrped? o :
Ao I bolieve they vere--I do not know, dir, Tor detinite,

35, ., Vho teold you to put the batterlcs on elr rge?
A Nobody told ne. I nean it 1s ny duty vhenever I think
st 1t 1a tine to ehirpe then, T churyre then.

36, . Vhint wag the annroxinetes sreelfice provity nf these
Snttarics belore they werda plaeed on chorpe?
fiv -Approxinataly eleven siphty,

37. Qs ket 15 the speeirlc gravity of theso battuerles

“han they ore fully chnrpcd” .
&, ™Molve tuenty. Vo bring our hatborles up to twelvs buenty.

249
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pocured the battery chrroe?

pioht arps.

¥ 19, (0, tas the axhoust blower ayatan
i yoofl opors 11N, garin~ the whols tinet
he Prnrden rne? .

L0, €. 'fsa tho pxhiust blower svaion
charping roolt during thoe entirs sine tha

ohoreoing roont
fe T de not LNOV, alr.

| vour teutloom, d3d roa hive wntkserios o
nunp?
G. Yes, sir, I hd betberlas.

tlont
ie Tos, olr,

Recroas-exenined by Lieutonont {Junior
dofendr nti

hle 0. Vonbriee, in the exosation of

for rotdy roforonosy
jie Do vou necr logot

aovwn for nt.

As Yos, sir, I hré hooka ont rhita

47. N To wyou ronerper whet thoue nab
yongs of thont

« o hat T boliave 1t wod @ 1ittle blue bo
. -.'.IT, don*t now the neae qf ite ]

3, Q. AL whit rRte ward ths betturies chel

in the

operct

gine, when you

4. I don't knovt daofinltely but 1t yrodt sprpoxinn tely 31x %0

buttery ol raing

ipe in the botter™y

brttories wero ol

i gharpe?

| fe 'Mhat I do nob Faoy, gip, T Ao not know vhit you #M0

f tnld-iny shout, sir.

\ 41, Qe Iz thore un oyheugt blover Inatrlled for the bi GEOTY

necrogs—axsnined b Liwt enent Beezloy, dafcndsnt:

L2, G In nddltion to thead four hrtterlcs you anecniz of tn

y the digsel rive

L3, Q. I8 the diege), fire punp repdy for {rpo(inte onerh=

spedne) Oroven,

vour duty o hathery

; L5. (. T seld public:tionn—-inutructienﬂ.
ii. I don't kmow wht £ jrou RUEdl, sirs ven'll hove to breock L%

slastricinn, daid you heve any atandord puhlicntions rrallnble

L6 Q. \os thero nny jnatructions, In hooklet or prophled
rorp na to the nethod of tehinm oerne of brttories?

1ic: tlon# s reemtiin

A, ‘Thev wars tary bookse T don't knov whrt

nte L

the . nefed ol then
renerber Hhob, o

Dhan ladps sdvoerto aid not deslre £n roaREnine fhin witnest.
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Hono of tho parties to tho inquiry desircd furthor to oxaminel |
this witneus,. '

The court informed the witness that ho was privilogod to mako \
any further statement covering anything rcloeting to the subjeet

matter of the inquiry which ho thought should be & matter of l
rocord in connection therowith, which had net boon fully brought i
sut by the provious gquestioning. ) \

The witneas stated that he had nothing further to @y,
The witness wag duly warncd and withdrew,

L witness called by the judpge advocate untersd, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the gubjuet matter of the ingquiry.

Examincd by tho judpe advocato: q

1. Q, Statc your name, rate, and present gtation.
4. William hrnold Baldwin, chief punncr's mate, Whot would
be my duty statlon?-

2. (. On and prior to October 6, 194G, woro you attached
Lo tha Un H5.3. chehﬁliﬂ? '

Lo I was, as a chicf gunner's mate.

'3, G. How long had you been aboard the Chchalis?
195. I reported aboard the U.b.b. Chehalis on February 28,
L9,

L. Q. Worce you on the Chehalls throughout the cvening of
October sixth? '

f. Sixth? We werc still at seat, Just pot in the suventh,
That ovoning I went ashore about sixtuon thirty=-I mean the
avening beforc the explosion~-the nipght the ship pullcd in, I
woent ashore about cighteen thirty.

5, (. Did you obsorve whothicr fueling operatiens were in
prograss which you might have seen when you went ashoro?

L. They werc in propross, but 1 didn't pay much attention
bacause that docsn't come under my duty status.

6. 0. Notiecc any gaa fumca?
L. Nothing more than ordinary in my cstimation,

7. Q. Did you notilce whether any spraying was_ in operation?
L. L hosc was led out and prossurc to tho nozzle, and 2lso
an adaptor,

8. Q. At what time did vou return to the ship?
e Twuentye-tvio tefle

9, G, Did you noticc anything unusual when you camoe back?
A, HNo, sir, T didn't. ’




i
i

10, Q. Did you go aboard the ship when you roturned?
fieo 1 did, and changed from tropical worsted uniform to a
suit of khaki. ALfter that I went out on tho dock for a smoka,

11. Q. Whore did you ro to have that smoko? _
he Around tha bend jJust under tho Governor's House--around
that aharp bond there.

12. . How long did you romain there?
ha & littlo after about the third oxplosion.

13, Q. ind what woro you doing there during that time?
Lo In a taxl cab., o had some beer, sir,

L', Qs Who was with you thore?
he Just the driver and myself,

15, ¢. Did any of the ship's crew Join you at any time thoru?
Lo Hot at the particular spot T was in, ne,

16, Q. dnyone drinking bocr with you? ,
Le Just the driver and myself ' )

17, Q, What did you do whon the fifst cxplosion ceourrod?
fa Heodod for the dock,

.18, 0., Toell the court in your own words, just what you dld
and vhat you saw thore,

hs Went out and procecdoed to the doek area wharc the bulldin:
was burning and tried to get a hold of a huuuk‘and the lirst
one to come up there wag some men, by thue nome'gf Stophens and
a Fita Guard happoned to be right thero and pulYed the hose off
the truck and ng soon ag we got wator rumning, I workoed on
the aide of the building on the dock where all thu hosc was
atowted,

19, G. Stophena you mentioned, he is from the erow of tho
Chohalia? '
ive Btophens was a suonman that waa sttached to the Chehalils,

20, Q. Vill you continue with your narration?

he Woll, the lunst I could remumber, somebody pulled me out
wal wog potting protty woell oxbausted by the bent, and this
Fitn Guard turncd the hosc on me and from theri i wont to man
my atation again and the next thing I romember, I was down in
the hospital. : )

21. (. Did you later return to the scone of the firo?
Le I went gown there hut they run me back again bucause all
I hrd on was pojemas without tops--they run me back again.

2. Q, Did you at ony fime assist in recoverimg bodics in :
The vigipity of the Chehalils or ofl Bock? ' '
i. Lbout the-third day I pulled .a ‘seawan by the name of
ﬁrowur from under the dock with & hosu. Ho was floating foc.
OV,
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23, Q. Will you bdéin at that time, or just beforo that timoe

and tc¢ll the court how you found that bedy therce and just what
you did? .

fe The fire marshal and mysclf was down there on the deck,
partly out of curdesity, and the first thing I know, somchody

" ‘hollered that sthoy had found n body there, so I went ovor thure

and pushced aside some of the motal reilnforcemonta of the
gonerote and pnsscd the hose under the head and shoulders and
pulled kin up. They wrapped him up in & sheet and from thero
I don't know what they did with him.

2L, . Could you identify the boedy by sight?
fe Yep, sir, I ifdentificd him by sight.

25, Q. 4nd you sald YBrower®?
A+ Browor, yes.

26, @Q. Vnaa 1t Doan Edwin Browoer?
fie I don't know his first nomed,

27, Q. Can you, by referring to n celendar, fix the dabo?
ive I don't bolieve 8o, It wos to or threce days after wa
‘ot up in the barracks--the first day we got in the barracks.

28, Q. Two or threo doys after the oxplosion occurred?
he Yos, 8ir,

20, . Vere you present at the time the ship sank?
e HWo, slr, I was not.

Cross-oxamined by Licutenant Beezley, defendent:

0. (. Whot tim: did liberty expire that night?
i Twenty-tuwo hundroed, sir.

31, 0. You say you rcported bock sbonrd et twenty-tvo ten?
ive I wou so informed by the gangwey vicn I cam nboprrd;

tho pongway watch said I was ten minutos ovor loave,

32, G. At this time, did you lcave the ship apgein?
e I changod uniform from tropleal worstoed te dunagarccs
and went on thoe dock for a smoke, yea, olr.

13, . Did you got permission from tha duty officcr?
A, No, gir, I did not.

M. Q. You loft the srea without permisslon, without
permission, is thot correct?
© o, 1 odid, sir,

35, Q. How many cxplosions did you hear?

A% T heard threc and by the time I got water in the hosu,
the Tourth happonod, .
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36, (. Did you say the fourth cxplosion? o

f. The fourth explosion on both the tank tops~~when both
the tenk tops blew up and dobris was floating arcund in the
air and ‘some londed on my right gide. '

17. (. Vhoro wore you at whun the sccond uxplusion'occuvrud?'

A. Up, and around the corner, sir.

38. (i, Yhich corner?
Le OGotting out of the cab.

39, Q. UWhet was your location whea the third oxplosion
geeurred?

. Half woy betwcon the cab and the building thot wes on tho
docle,

Tha julge advocatu did not deaire to rooxamine this witness,

Nonoe of the partics to the inquiry desired further to oxanidne
thiy wltuosa,

The court infermed the witness that he wag privilogoed to mako
any further stateoment covoring anything relating to the subjeet
mattor of thoinquiry which he thought- should be a matter of
record in connection vhorewith, which had not buon fully
brought out by the previous questioning.

The witness mode the following statement:

I have been trying to recall for the last couple of daya
anything that mipght be dmportont, At the spot I wes sitting
in the cab, thet building that was on the dock was butweun thoe
acene and the cab, and the e¢xplosion actuslly oceurrud so that
it obliteratod my sight so I didn't see vhnt happuned or how
it heppened or snything like that. .

The witneas wns duly warned rnd withdrow,

The ¢ourt then, at 3:35 peme, took o rocess until 3:45 pen,
at which time it roconvened.

Prusent: a1l the members, the judpe advocato, the roportor,
ond tho partics to the inqu{ry.

No witnessca not othorwiss connoeted with the inquiry woerc
pProsont, .

., witnass cnlled by the judge advecate ontcred, wos culy
sworn, end was informed of theo subject metier of the inquiry.

Examined by the judge edvoeatoe:
1. f. State your namec, Tate, ond preseat station,

e Earl P, Me Graser, chief quartemaster, Us 5. Se Chehalis,
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2e How long had you boon nboard the ship, Chivi, on
Octobur 6, 19497
k. Approximatcly onc year. .

J. O, Where werc you.at the time tho explosion occurrcd?
Lo In the chicfs! gquartors, sir, in my bunk, .

Lo Q. Hnd you boen nboprd tho ship all cvoning?
hae HNo, sir,

5« Q. Have liberty?
L TYes, sir,

6. 0. %hat timc did you go nshore?
Lo About sixteen thirty, air,

7. 8. VYhen you wont ashore, prior to that time, did you
hava rn opportunity to obswrve the defucling opernations?
e No, sir, I didn't poy no attention to it,

8, Q. At whot time did you return to thoahip?
he Twenty-cono fifty, sir, approximotoly.

6, {, Did you go aboard at thot timce?
he I want ahonrd.

lOL @, Did you have vecesion to leave the ship after that '
Cotdme?
Lhe Yoes., I loft the ship approximately five minutes latur,

11. Q. Tecll the court just what you did.

ie I wont anbonrd ship nnd got a blanket. Left tho ship ond
want. dowvn to the ond of the dogk %o & cement caisson down there
{ and set down. I had been there spproximntely five minutes 1
. pussn, when Lieutenant Craven come up ond told me that I would
) have to clear the dock area and return aboard ship. S0 I wos
with this lady. I walked with hor cver %o the main highwey and

3 - she took & cab and I returned towards the brow of the ship, i
. Ven Horn, chief engineman, was in the jeep, so I talked with him
. | - awhile ernd the Csptrin and Licutenant Craven woro standing

frirly elose to the pangwny where the fueling operaticns woere
at the time. Then I proceeded to board the ship ond went to
bad,

12, Q. 4t thet tine, did you notice rny fumes .around the
fuelinr operstiona?
fe Yes, sir, but no mere thon usual to me. I mesn, you rould
_ : amell the gas fumes, but any time we are unlending pas, it is
J about the seme thinm to me.

13, (. Did you notice whether n ground wire or wires wero in
plarce arcound tha fueling operation? :
s Mo, sir, I-didn't, '
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M. O, Did you observe whether a sprinkler was in aperation
arsund the ecoupling on the dock? :

L4 Welded adaptor there--I observed that when I wont aborrd
but it was extonding over the side of the ship, but I don't
know whether it was putting out water or not at the time,

15, G, Vhas did you do aftor you went aboard shilp the
gecond time? :

he 1 vent down to the chiefs' quartera--well, we dld shoot
the breeze a few minutes, myself and 2 fow other chiefs, and
wa went to bed, ,

16, Q. Ulhat is the next thing you remembor?

L+ The next thing I remember, I was setting up in my bunk
and Chief O'Connor wap telling me to get out of the chiefs’
quarters; that the shlp was on fire, so I jumped out of my
bunk and I went up the hatch snd started out on the tenk
deck and sbout that time, auother blast went so I turned around
and went back inte the gquarters and pgot into my Rhaki pants and
a pir of sandals I had there and then I proceeded to the fen-
tall of the ship,

17. (. Continue telling the court in your own words just
what. you did and whet you saw there, - .
ie Well, when I got to the fantail, I was standing in the
hatehwey there £nd there was, I would say anywhere from fifteen
to twenty men right on the stern of the ship. At that tine,
Lisutenant Craven had come around and .he waa telling the men to
et clear of the ship end a2bandon ship, so we--so> when he
8ald nbandon ship, I started down the after line and I got
orbout half wny down it end another blast wont snd knocked me
off the line into the water and a couple of men pulled me up
on the ook and then I proceeded to get cloar, "

18.' Q. Did you return to the vieinity of the ship after that
time?
f;. ND, Sir.

19, (., Uers you prosent when the ghip finclly sank?
he Yos, sir,

20, (1, Deseribe thet plenso.

ise Well, in the afterncon, I went beck to the ship--on the
day thet she sank--and went aboard with a chief boatswain's
mnte and myself and Oliver, fireman, where we went down in the
chiefa' quarters cnd salvaged what clothing we could out of thers
and we pot a little too war thers nnd we wont up to the tupside
snd went into the warrant officers! state-room which two
¢hiofa were ocoupying, got what clothes we could out of thorc
end the next thing 1 know, wo got the order to abandon &iip
rnd pot clear, s¢ I left the ship. ' '
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Crosa-examined by Lieutenant Beezley, defendant:

21. 0. After you left the ship with a blanket, did yo
notice lir. Craven circling that area?
Ae Yes, nir,

22, 0, Pleage explain, :

ie Well, as I said before, I left the ship with the blanket
and I went down to the end of the dock faciny the dock--farthest
1eft end of it, a cement caisson thers, and I was setting there
and 1 had been there approximately about five minutes and
Lietntenant Craven came down and tald me to return aboard
ship and, I am nol sure whether he told the girl that was
sitting there--he probably did, because I know we. all leftw-
ho didna't want us ont on the dock.

23. 4. De you recall whether or net mass formation was
held prior to the copmencing of Liborty?
i, liot to my knowledge, sir.

2l,. Q. Vere you at quarters any time in the afternoon after
the ship arrived at Tutuila?
L No, sir.

25, (1, Where were you at in the afternocon of that date?
iia Well, when we pot in, I was on the wheel, sir, and after
we pot in, I went in the chiefs' quarters and remained in
tha chiefs' quarters.

26. Q. What did you do in the chiafa' guartera?
fa Woll, I might have been in my bunk. I don't know, sir,
1 don't recall.

27. 0. Do you recall night fire dirlls at any time?
he Yas, sir,

28, Q. Uhen?

ie Well, I know we had it ov least twice on thiy ships I
dontt know whethor when we left Canton we had it once, or
prior to that, but 1 know we had it twice on this trip.

The judgo advocate did not deailre to repxamine this witness,
Examined by the court:

26, (, le Graner, are you in charre of the quartermaster
department of the strikers on the Chehalis?
fa Yes, sir. .

30. Q, What are the repular instructions for tho quarter-
recter on watch during cargo operations? :

i+ e have one quartermastor that stands a voyage wabeh on
the bridge at all timce, sir, and his instructiong are to
rommin on the bridge unless he has orders to- leave.
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1. Q. lWhat are Bia spocific dutiea?.
II‘

His duties are to take the wind, the barometer reading

and the temperature reading each hour, and to stand the watch
on the voice radio. .

32,

e Wna anyone from the Chehalis with you at the opd

af the dock? _
. he HNo, sir, but three of the chiefs aboard ship sSaw me
i Fo up thoro.

Hecroés—examined by Lisutenant Winkels:

33.

Q. I would just like to ask if the voice rodio set

was on at that time?

l‘: -

Yoy, sir,

tone of the partics to tho dnquiry desired further te
exonine this witnoess, -

The gourt informed the witness that he was privileged to make

any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matser of the inquiry which ho thought should bo a matter of
rocord in connection therewith, which hpd not been fully
brought out by the previous questioning,

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The withnoss was duly warned and withdrew,

4 witness called by the judpe advoecate entered, was duly
sworn, snd was informed of the subject matter of the inquiry.

dxamined by the judge ndvoeate: .

- ' 1.
» lr'bo

1. State your nameo, rate, and present station,
Jackson, Homoy Edear, fireman first; attached to the

Chehalis, I am on temporary duty inm the enlisted mon's bore
racks now.

2, G, Uere you aboard the Chohalis on the evening of
Getober 0, 1949-~that is the evening just prior to the explo=

sion?

s

Yes, air,

s . Did you have liberty that evening?
Yas, sir.

Q. Uhot time did you mo ashore?
Lbout four fifteon, sir,

Uy 4t the time you went ashore, or prior to that time,

did you ohserve whethéy fueling operstions were in progress?

A

I don't believe they had began unloading the fuel, but

they were making preparations,
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